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Miss  B.  Wrigley,  d.b.o.  (to  31  8/51). 

Home  Help  Organiser  : 

Mrs.  M.  Main  (to  31  8/51)  Miss  E.  Binks  (from  1/10  51) 
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tion Joint  Board. 

b Certificate  in  Meat  and  Other  Foods. 
c Smoke  Inspector’s  Certificate. 
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Public  Health  Office, 


Black  BUKN. 

June,  1952. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 


1 beg  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  on  the  Health  of  the  Borough  during 
1951. 

The  birth-rate,  (13.85)  is  slightly  less  than  in  1950  (13.92)  anrl  is  also  below 
those  for  England  and  Wales  (15.86)  and  for  the  126  County  Boroughs  and 
Great  Towms  (17.75). 

The  Blackburn  death-rate  (16.39)  is  higher  than  those  for  England  and 
Wales  (12.5)  and  for  the  County  Boroughs  and  Great  Towns  (13.4). 

Compared  with  1950  (0.32)  the  Tuberculosis  Death  rate  (0.40)  shows  a 
slight  increase  and  is  somewhat  higher  than  that  for  England  and  Wales  (0.31) 
and  for  the  Great  Towms  (0.37). 


The  Infantile  Mortality  rate  (31.7)  is  less  than  in  1950  (34.13)  but, 
whilst  lower  than  that  for  the  Great  Towns  (33.9),  exceeds  the  rate  (29.6) 
for  England  and  Wales. 

There  was  only  one  death  (a  rate  of  0.66  per  1,000  live  and  still  births) 
associated  with  child  birth.  The  corresponding  rate  for  England  and  Whdcs 
was  0.74. 


Gnce  again  no  case  of  diphtheria  occurred  in  the  Borough,  a mattei  for 
satisfaction,  but  not  for  complacency.  It  is  essential  that  75%  of  all  babies 
should  be  immunised  before  their  first  birthday.  The  Blackburn  figure  falls 
well  below  this  target  ; in  fact,  only  38%  of  those  under  one  year  of  ag^ 
completed  the  immunisation  course  in  1951.  This  rate,  howeAer,  is  better 
than  the  corresponding  estimated  rate  (28°/o)  for  England  and  Wale? 

during  1951.  I 


The  fact  that  diphtheria  is  a rare  disease  (there  were  only  699  notifications 
in  England  and  Wales  in  1951  compared  vith  23,199  in  1944)  has  robbed  it 
of  its  terrors  and  constitutes  a set-back  to  the  very  measure,  immunisatioiL 
which,  between  1944  and  1951,  has  reduced  diphtheria  incidence  and  deatlis 
in  this  coun^  by  approximately  330%  and  275%  respectively. 


At  tilt'  t'lid  of  the  year  !)4.7‘’o  cliildren  in  llie  d-ld  year  age  group  had 
heeu  iimnunised,  a satisfactory  state  of  affairs  which  does  not,  however,  offset 
the  laek  of  protection  amongst  tlie  under  fives,  a group  t\hich  dijihthejia, 
wlien  prevalent,  strikes  hard. 

One  of  the  major  difficulties  experienced  during  the  yeai-  has  been  that 
of  the  worn-out  house,  unfit  for  human  habitation  and  incapable  of  being 
made  fit  at  a reasonable  expense.  The  legal  jirocedure  available  is  under 
iSeetion  11  of  the  Housing  Act  and  Section  111  of  the  Blackburn  improve- 
ment Act,  1S82,  which,  if  followed  in  respect  of  houses  suitable  to  be  so 
dealt  with,  would  entail  the  closure  of  hundreds  of  dwellings  in  the  Borough. 
Kecourse,  therefore,  must  be  had  to  a iiatching  jiolicy  by  agreement  with 
the  owners  concerneil  to  obtain  some  degree  of  imiirovement. 

d'he  National  Health  Ser\'ice  Act  has  now  been  in  operation  for  almost 
four  yearn.  The  services  for  M'hich  the  Act  made  local  health  authorities 
responsible  function  smoothly  and  efficieiitH  though  they  are  subject  to 
frequent  yet  minor  amendment  iii  the  light  of  experience. 

The  tuberculosis  scheme  has  worked  well  despite  the  regrettable  schism 
between  the  preventive  and  clinical  aspects  of  the  disease  effected  by  the  Act. 
That  Blackburn  has  not  suffered  as  a result  is,  without  doubt,  due  to  the 
personality  and  previous  public  health  experience  of  Dr.  Barker  Charnock 
who  has  co-operated  closely  with  the  Health  Deijartment  ajid  has  evenlv" 
balanced  the  clinical  and  j^reventive  claims  of  his  work.  His  retirement,  regretted 
by  his  colleagues  and  patients  alike,  has  left  a gap  which  will  be  hard  to  fill. 

The  day  nursery  programme  was  completed  in  the  year  under  rc\'iew, 
Lincohi  Street  coming  into  use  in  April.  Gladstone  Street  remains  unopened 
ouing  to  difficidty  in  obtaining  staff.  Apj)roval  was  sought,  and  recentl}^ 
obtained,  for  its  adaptation  to  Occiqjation  Centre  use  as  a replacement  of 
the  unsuitable  Alma  Street  premises. 

Uur  Day  Nursery  provision  (310)  is  fully  adequate  for  the  needs 
of  the  area  and,  in  fact,  maj^  prove  over-generous  if  the  demand  for  female 
workers  continues  to  decline.  Should  any  of  the  existing  day  nurseries  prove 
redundant,  they  could  (with  the  excej)tion  of  Holden  House  and  Intack) 
be  arlapted  to  Health  De])artment  use  as  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centres 
and  School  Clinics.  They  were  sited  with  this  possibility  in  view. 

The  Ambulance  service  has  fimctioncd  efficiently  and  a close  watch  is 
kept  on  running  with  a view'  to  effecting  economies.  In  the  latter  respect 
private  practitioners  and  hosiiitals  alike  have  been  most  co-operative. 
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One  reason  for  tlic  heavy  AmhulaJice  expenditure  is  the  mileage  run  on 
journeys  to  Mancliestcu’  Hos]htals  ; stei)s  have  been  taken  to  cut  such  journeys 
to  a minimum  ; another  is  the  maintenance  cost  of  those  vehicles  which  are 
on  their  “ last  legs/’  Their  rejdacement  is  an  obviously  necessary  and 
economical  policy  and  the  minimiim  replacement  should  be  at  the  rate  of 
2.5  to  3 new  vehicles  per  annum.  Even,  then,  due  to  the  unsatisfactory 
conditions  under  which  the  vehicles  are  housed,  their  expectation  of  life  will 
be  less  than  that  of  ambulances  more  suitably  garaged  than  is  ijossible  at 
Addison  Street. 

Dr.  Ecad,  Considtant  Venereologist  to  the  Victoria  Street  Special  Clinic, 
has  again  been  most  helpful.  He  takes  a broad  view  as  to  the  extent  of  the 
liaison  which  should  obtain  between  us.  Consequently  our  relationshi])  has 
been  as  close  and  cordial  as  that  which  obtained  between  the  Consultant  Chest 
Physician  and  the  Health  Department.  This  has  been  of  mutual  advantage. 


Certain  of  our  activities  have  been  curtailed  as  a result  of  medical  staff 
shortage.  The  approved  medical  establishment  is  five  full-time  medical 
officers,  the  Chairman  and  Vice-Chairman  being  authorized  to  engage  additional 
temporary  assistance  as  needed. 

Our  actual  establishment  (in  terms  of  full-time  sei'\  ice)  is  3 medical 
officers  two  only  of  whom,  namely,  myself  and  my  deputy,  are  full-time. 
That  the  work  has  not  suffered  is  due  to  the  enthusiasm  of  the  part 
time  medical  officers  all  of  whom  have  worked  without  •“  watching  the  j 
clock  ” and  have  willingly  undertaken  tasks  oxitside  the  strict  conditions  of  : 
their  service.  The  Health  De])artment  has  been  fortunate  in  securijig  the  i 
assistance  of  medicals  of  such  high  calibre,  lo  them  my  best  thanks. 


In  the  near  future  it  is  hoped  to  obtain  a full-time  assistant  although 
this  may  be  difficiilt  as  entry  into  the  ])ublic  health  service  is  now  poor  as 
all  branches  of  medicine  are  more  attractive  from  the  financial  angle  due  to 
the  National  Health  Service  Act  “ playing-up  ” cure  at  the  expense  of 
prevention. 


It  is  with  'urat  regret  that  I record  the  deaths  during  tlie  year  of  two 
nKunl)ers  of  pre  stalT,  namely,  Mr.  ti . Cliadwick  (the  Ambulance  Station 
Ol'liccr)  and  Mr.  H.  Martin  (a  temporary  District  Sanitary  Inspector).  Both 
these  gentlemen  had  given  excellent  service  ami  were  held  in  high  esteem 


by  their  colleagues  in  the  Department. 
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'lliis  report  would  be  iucoiuplcte  were  1 not  to  acknowledge  the  rearly 
and  efficient  assistance  of  my  Departmental  colleagues.  All  of  them  have 
pulled  their  weight  in  a happy  team  spirit.  The  heads  of  the  various  suh- 
departments  and,  of  course,  Dr.  Mountain,  have  been  helpful  and  loyal  to  a 
degree.  I count  myself  fortunate  iji  having  such  associates. 

lo  the  luemhei-s  of  the  Health  Committee  1 am  grateful  for  unfailing 
courtesy  and  understandimr. 

1 have  greatly  ajjjweciated  the  friendly  interest  Avhich  the  Chairman 
(Councillor  J.  Whitehead,  J.P.)  and  Vice-Chairman  (Councillor  F.  Bolton) 
have  taken  in  Departmental  affairs.  Each  week  they  spend  a considerable 
time  in  conference  with  me  and,  coiasequentlj',  are  fully  conversant  with 
Departmental  affairs  and  difficulties.  Their  unobtrusive  activities  have  done 
much  to  promote  smooth  running  and  have  spared  the  Committee  the  tedium 
of  protracted  meetings. 

1 am.  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 


V.  T.  Thierens. 


PART  /. 


Vital  Statistics. 


14 


VITAL  STATISTICS 

1951 

Area  (in  Acres)  ...  ...  ...  8080 

Population  (Census,  1951) 111,217 

,,  (Estimated  middle  of  1951)  ...  ...  ...  ...  110,000 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (1931)  ...  ...  ...  ...  32,690 

Number  of  Families  or  Separate  Occupiers  (1931)  ...  ...  33,815 

Rateable  Value  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  £759,802 

Sum  Represented  by  a Penny  Rate...  ...  ...  ...  ...  £3,020 

Rate  in  the  £ (excluding  Water)  19.50-1951  t20s.  Od. 

Gross  expenditure  on  Health  Services  to  31st  March,  1951  : 

Health  Services  1946  Act  Account  ...  £111,221 

do.  General  Account  £14,445 

£125,666 


Income  on  Health  Services  to  31st  March,  1951,  including 
Government  Grant  and  excluding  Rate  Aid  : 

Health  Services  1946  Act  Account  ...  ...  £60,655 

do.  General  Account  1,269 

£61,924 

Net  Expenditure  on  Health  Services  to  ,31st  March,  1951  : 

Health  Services  1946  Act  Accoimt  ...  ...  £50,566 

do.  General  Accoimt  £13,176 

£63,742 


Live  Births 


( Legitimate 
( Illegitimate 


1411 

73 


1 M. 


soo 

684 


Birth  Rate 


13.5 


Total  ...  1484 


Number  of  women  dying  in,  or  in  consequence 

Sepsis  ...  ...  0 •••  I 

Other  Causes  ...  1 • • • 1 


of,  child-birth,  from — 

^ per  1,000 
I births  & stillbirths 


Still  Births  

Rate  per  1,000  total  births  ... 

( M.  860 
\ F.  943 


1803 


39 » 
25.5 


Heaths 


Heath  Rate 


16.39» 


15 


Percentage  of  total  deaths  occurring  in  public  institutions  ...  32-17 

Deaths  of  infants  under  one  3’ear  of  age  per  1,000  live  births  : — 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 27  4 

All  Infants  ......  qi.p- 


Death  rate  from  Measles  (all  ages) Nj] 

” liooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  O'OOLS 

” Diarrhoea  (under  two  years  of  age)  ...  ...  0 07 

(Per  1,000  births). 

” Pancer  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  0.0.7 


The  Births  registered  were  1,484,  of  which  73  were  illegitimate.  The  total 
male  births  were  800,  and  female  084.  The  birth  rate  was  13.83  per  1,000, 
conpiared  with  13.80  for  Englaufl  and  Wales,  and  17.73  for  the  120  great  towns.' 


Deaths.  The  total  number  of  deaths  registered  was  1,803,  of  which 
800  were  males  and  043  Avero  females.  The  death  rate  Avas  10-39  per  1,000 
comparefl  with  12  5 for  England  and  Wales  and  13-4  for  the  120  great  towns! 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 
During  1031  the  chief  causes  of  death  AAerc  : 


No  ofDcafh.9 

Organic  Heart  Disea.se  ...  ...  228 

Pneumonia  ...  pp 

Cancer  ...  .)-q 

Bronchitis 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  ...  ...  ...  30 

Influenza  ...  71 


Dealhft  jier  1,000 
2-07 
0-82 
2.32 
1.27 
0..33 
0-07 


Diseases  of  bodily  s.vstems  and  group  diseases  to  Avhich  death  was  assigned 
nre  as  folloAvs  : — 


Disease 

Respiratory  S^’stem  (Non-Tubercular) 
-irculatory  System 
XerA'ous  SjAstem  (Non-Tubercular) 
Jancer 

ruberculo.sis  (all  forms) 

Renal  System  (Non-Tubercular)  ... 
nfectious  Disea.ses 
^igestiA’e  Di.seases 


No. 


oj  Deaths  Deaths  per  1 000 

.323  2 0.3 

401  3 04 

214  1.94 

230  2 -.32 

44  0-40 

•“10  0.33 

7 0-00 

14  012 


16 


TABLE  1. 

Deaths  Registered  during  the  Calendar  Year,  1951  : 


Causics  of  Dfaths 


1, 

o 

:i 

4, 

5, 

6, 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 

11. 

12. 

1.8. 

14. 

15. 

16. 

17. 

18. 

19. 

20. 
21. 
22. 
28. 
24. 


26. 


28, 

29 

.80 

81 

82 

88 

84 

85 
8() 


Tulwrculosis,  Respiratory 

Otlier  

Syphilitic  Disease 

Diphtheria  

Whooping  Cough  

Meningococcal  Infections 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  

Measles 

Other  Infective  and 

Parasitic  Diseases 

Malignant  Neoplasm 

— Stomach  

do.  ^Lung  : Bronchus 

do.  — Breast 

do.  — Uterus  

Other  Malignant  and 
Lymphat  ic  Neoplasms 
Leukaemia,  Aleukaemia 

Diabetes  

Vascular  Lesions  of 

Nervous  System  

Coronary  Disease,  Angina 
Hypertension,  with  Heart 

Disease  

Other  Heart  Disease  

Other  Circulatory  Disease 

Influenza  

Pneumonia  

Bronclutis  

Other  Diseases  of 

Rc'spiratory  System  .. 
Ulcer  of  Stomach  and 

Duodenum  

Oastritis,  l^nteritis  and 

Diarrhoea  

Ne])hritis  and  Ne])ln’osis 
Hyperplasia  of  Prostate 
Pregnancy,  Childbirth, 

Abortion  

Congenital  Malfonnations 
. Other  Defined  and  111 

Dcfineii  Diseases  

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 

. All  Other  Accidents  

Suicide  

. Homicide  and  Operat  ions 
of  War  


Deaths  at  the  sub.toined  ages  of  " residents 

WHETHER  OCCURRING  WITHIN  OR  WITHOUT  THE  BOROUGH 


Tnder 

1- 

5 

5- 

15 

1.5- 

25 

2.5- 

45 

4.5- 

65 

65- 

75 

Over 

all 

year 

years 

yei 

irs 

years 

ye 

ars 

yei 

irs 

yei 

irs 

/TS 

Age| 

I 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

1 

1 

8 

6 

16 

8 

6 

2 

1 

.89 

1 

. 

1 

1 

1 

1 

5 

2 

1 

9_ 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

•i 

1 

I 

1 

1 

... 

"I 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

9 

9 

8 

8 

8 

4 

47 

2 

9 

15 

8 

3 

1 

31 

4 

6 

10 

8 

28 

8 

7 

4 

8 

17 

] 

‘7 

2 

2 

2 

5 

20 

28 

23 

18 

24 

11 

133 

1 

1 

2 

4 

1 

1 

3 

1 

3 

1 

3 

13 

2 

9 

18 

26 

32 

46 

34 

54 

214 

4 

1 

84 

17 

47 

28 

25 

13 

ha 

4 

5 

11 

13 

9 

17 

.a 

1 

8 

17 

32 

86 

57 

67 

138 

3| 

1 

9 

10 

14 

21 

.55 

8 

7 

13 

15 

8 

23 

74 

1 

4 

1 

.) 

1 

1 

6 

9 

14 

8 

17 

8 

12 

18 

9(1 

... 

• > 

O 

25 

() 

.88 

23 

21 

28 

149 

] 

1 

1 

7 

1 

1 

5 

O 

19 

1 

•1 

5 

o 

U’ 

1 

1 

.1 

2 

•> 

o 

.) 

8 

4 

.) 

5 

.) 

ii< 

5 

6 

II 

2 

1 

s 

1 

9 

k 

12 

17 

0 

1 

1 

1 

.) 

1 

19 

18 

15 

17 

2.8 

42 

171 

1 

1 

1 

v 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

8 

1 

r 

t 

7 

t 

34 

r 

; 

t 

4 

8 

r 

1 

1 

*• 

1 

j 

21 

1 2( 

1 

* • 

!■ 

■J 

1 

i;  7 

4-1 



i22i 

187|28t 

29( 

27: 

88-1 

iso:' 

( Residents  580 

8'otai.  Deaths  in  Institutions  in  the  District  of  ] of  the  Borough 

I Non-Residents 


418 


PART  II. 


Sanitary  Circumstances. 


IS 


HOUSING. 


(a)  General. 

Houses  built  during  19.51  : 

(i)  By  Corporation 

(ii)  By  private  enterprise 


r,.-, 


Total 


92 


(b)  Statistics  ; 

1,  Inspection  of  Dwelling-Houses  During  the  Year 


(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for  housing  defects 

(under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts) 

(6)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ... 

(2)  (o)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under  sub-head  (1) 

above)  which  were  inspected  and  recorded  under  the  Housing 

Consolidated  Regulations,  1925  

(6)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ... 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  foimd  to  be  in  a state  so  dangerous  or 
injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  ... 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to  under 
the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reason- 
ably fit  for  human  habitation .. . 


7f.3 


702.3 


Remedy  of  Defects  During  the  Year  Without  Service  of 
Notices  : — 


Formal 


Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of 
informal  action  bv  the  Local  Authority  or  their  officers  


-.11 


3.  Aciion  Under  Statutory  Powers  During  the  Year 

A.  Proceedings  under  sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the  Housing  Act,  19: 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were 
served  requiring  repairs 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered  fit  after  service 
of  formal  notices  : — 

(а)  By  owners 

(б)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  

H.  Proceedings  Under  Public  Health  Acts 

( l)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  wbich  notices  were  served 
requiring  defects  to  be  remedied 

f2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  tiefects  were  remedied  after 
service  of  formal  notices  : 

(a)  By  owners 

(/))  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners 


:16  .• 


.39 


20 

13 


ISI 


ISO 


in 


C.  Proceedings  Under  sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  demolition  orders 

were  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of  Demolition 

Orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

(•1)  Undertaking  accepted  not  to  relet  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

D.  Proceedings  Under  section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  : 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  undergrouna  rooms  in  respect 

of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in  respect 
of  which  Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the  tenement  or  room 

having  been  rendered  fit  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 


THE  TESTING  OF  DRAINS 


No.  of  Smoko  Tests 

367 

No.  of  Water  Tests 

8 

No.  of  Colour  Tests 

49 

No.  of  Olfactory  Tests 



Breaking  Down 

97 

Total  number  of  Defects  found  . . 

254 

No.  of  Informal  Notices  Served  . . 

254 

No.  of  Formal  Notices  Served 

29 

No.  of  Defects  Remedied 

281 

No.  of  choked  drains  released 

49 

SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA. 

The  appended  Tables  classify  inspections  carried  out  by  the  Sanitary 
Inspectors  during  the  year,  their  findings  and  action  taken  in  respect  thereof . 


TABLE  2. 

Details  of  Inspection  Work  : 

No.  of  complaints  made  by  inhabitants  to  the  Health  Department  ...  122(i 

No.  of  complaints  made  by  inhabitants  direct  to  the  District  Inspector  117 

No.  of  complaints  referred  from  other  Departments  ...  ...  ...  73 

No.  of  premises  where  defects  or  contraventions  were  found  ...  ...  1168 

No.  of  premises  where  no  defects  or  contraventions  were  found...  ...  o-tl 

Total  number  of  Defects  found  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  .‘1720 

Total  number  of  Defects  remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  34,56 

No.  of  Informal  Notices  served  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  746 

No.  of  Formal  Notices  served  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  217 

No.  of  Informal  Notices  complied  with  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  .511 

No.  of  Formal  Notices  complied  with  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  230 

No.  of  Interviews  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  .541 
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During  tlie  year  a total  of  13,736  visits  and  inspoctions  were  made  by 
the  Sanitary  Inspectors. 

I’articulars  of  sanitary  improvements  made  and  defects  remedied  under 
their  supervision  are  eontaiiied  in  the  following  Table  : — 

TABLE  3. 


Alisonoo  of  Cooking  Arooinmodation 
,,  Damp-proof  Course 

,,  Handrail  ... 

Washing  Accommodation 
Accumulations  of  Refuse 
.Animals  Kept  as  Nuisance  ... 

Defective  Ashhins  or  Ashpits 
Chimney  Fines 
Chimney  Stacks 
,,  C'isterns 
,,  Dishstones  ... 

,,  Doors 

Eavesgntters 

Floors 

,,  Fireplaces  ... 

Gas  Pipes  and  Fittings 

,,  Gullies 

,,  Outbuildings 

Plaster,  Walls  and  Ceilings 

,,  Pointing 

,,  Rainwater  Pipes  ... 

Roofs 

Sinks 

Soil  Pipes  ... 

Stairs 

Washboilors 

Waste  Pipes,  Sink  or  Rat  h 

Windows  ... 

Yard  Paving 
Dirty  Premises 
Drains,  Choked 

Defective 
Instifficient  ... 

Smoko  Nuisances 

Streams  or  Ditches  Fouled  ...  

Tijjplers  tdiokod  or  Defective  

A'erminous  Promises  ... 

Walls,  Fractured,  Internal  ...  

Fractured.  Bulging  or  Dangerous,  External 

,,  Defective  or  Dangerous,  \ ard 

Water  Closets  Choked 

Closets  Defective 
Pipes  Burst 

Supj)ly  Insufficient 

Waste  Water  Closets  converted  to  W .C  s.  ... 


() 

70 

37 

10 

35 


8 

44 

114 

32 

3 

157 

327 

05 

108 


08 
4 57 
221 
l(i3 
200 
2!t 
5 
17 

I 

72 

455 

30 

10 

111 

144 

♦ » 
• > 

15 


(I 

(iO 

14 

41 

50 

11 

87 

.'.O 


74 


Referred  to  other  departments  : — 

Cliokc'd  Sowers  and  Street  (iiillies,  to  Borough  J'higiiieer  ... 

Dangerous  A\  alls,  ete.,  to  Borough  Engineer 

Wastage  of  Water  to  Water  hingineer  ...  ...  . . 

Defeetive  Water  Idains  to  Water  liinginoer 

Das  Leakages  to  Gas  Engineer 

.\eeuinulations  of  Refuse  in  Back  Streets,  to  Borougli  Engineer 
Defects  in  Corporation  Houses  to  Borougli  Engineer  ... 


101 

24 

20 

4 

12 

IM 


.) 


Tents,  Sheds,  Caravans,  Etc.  At  the  end  of  tlie  year  tliere  were  24  caravans 
in  the  Borough  used  as  htinian  habitations. 

I Offensive  Trades.  The  number  of  offensive  trades  within  tlie  Borough 
is  sixteen.  Tliesc  consist  of  8 Bone  and  Rag  and  Bone  Dealing,  3 Fat  Extrac- 
I ting,  or  Fat  Rendering,  1 (hit  Scraping  and  4 Tripe  Boiling.  There  are  also 
I two  Knackers  Yards.  All  are  visited  regularly. 

Insanitary  Dwellings.  Four  houses  were  closed  during  the  year  as  being 
1 unfit  for  human  habitation. 

Verminous  Premises  and  Persons.  72  private  dwelling  houses  comprising 
j 23o  rooms  have  been  disinfested.  Twenty-six  infested  jicrsons  were  treated 
I at  the  Clean.sing  Clinic. 

Common  Lodging  Houses.  The  position  is  as  described  in  the  rcjiort 
f for  IbbO. 

Houses-Let-in-Lodgings.  There  arc  2b  such  jiremises  which  provide  IbO 
I rooms  A\-ith  a 98  jJer  cent  occupancy.  The  general  standard  of  accommodation 
is  low. 

Smoke  Abatement.  During  the  year,  239  smoke  olrservations  were  made. 

In  fifteen  cases  black  smoke  was  emitted  for  a longer  period  than  A\as 
1 iJcrmitted,  and  advice  given  to  the  engineers  in  charge. 


Canal  Boats.  The  Corporation  have  carried  out,  within  their  District, 
tlie  provisions  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936  (part  X)  : 

(1)  They  have  maintained  in  office  an  Inspector,  Mr.  Frederick  Basil  Addy, 
appointed  for  the  execution  of  the  said  Act. 

(2)  Eleven  canal  boats  have  been  examined  and  reported  upon. 

(il)  On  one  canal  boat  three  infringements  of  the  Act  have  come  imder  the 
notice  of  the  Inspector,  nanjely  : 

(fl)  Dampness  in  cabin  duo  to  defective  docking. 

(b)  Defective  cabin  floor  and  table  lockers. 

(c)  Defective  chimney  stack. 

(4)  There  has  been  no  occasion  to  take  legal  proceedings. 

(5)  One  written  intimation  has  been  served  on  the  owners  of  a canal  boat  relative 

to  infringement  in  item  3. 

(6)  No  cases  of  infectious  disease  were  met  with. 

(7)  There  was  no  detention  of  boats  for  cleansing  and  disinfection. 

(8)  (a)  There  are  twenty-four  canal  boats  on  the  register  which  are  in  use  or 

available. 

(6)  Two  boats  on  the  register  camiot  be  traced. 


RODENT  CONTROL. 

Surface  Infestation. — The  control  of  rat  and  mouse  infestation  has  been 
effectively  maintained  during  the  year. 


TABLE  4. 

Complaints  and  requests  for  disinfestation  ...  ...  ...  462 

Investigated  and  rat  infestation  found  ...  ...  ...  15!) 

Investigated  and  mou.se  infestation  foimd  ...  ...  ...  183 

Investigated  and  no  infestation  found  ...  ...  ...  120 

Premises  surveyed  ...  ...  •••  •••  •••  2687 

Total  number  of  treatments  completed  ...  ...  ...  4.50 

Estimated  number,  of  rodents  killed  ...  ...  ...  ...  4441 

Defective  drains  made  sound  ...  ...  ...  ...  100 


Sewer  Infestation. — The  Borough  Engineer’s  Department  is  responsible 
for  this  work  and  carried  out  maintenance  treatment  during  the  first  three 
months  of  the  year.  Although  a special  check  was  not  maintained  at  the 
Witton  and  Samlcsbury  sewage  works,  one  hundred  anti  twenty-four  dead 
rodents  were  ])icked  up  during  the  treatment,  a figure  which  can  but  re])i-e.sent 
a small  fraction  of  the  rats  destroyed  in  the  sewers. 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1938,  AND  THE  SANITARY  ACCOMMODATION 

REGULATIONS,  1938. 

Nino  hundred  and  thirty  power  factories  and  one  hundred  and  forty-six 
non-])Ower  factories  are  on  the  Register  kept  l)y  the  De])artment.  During  the 
year  twenty-two  factories  have  been  inspectefl.  Where  contraventions  of 
the  Act  were  found,  the  occupiers  of  the  factories  concerned  were  notified, 
and  requested  to  take  appropriate  ste})s  to  comply  with  tlie  Act. 

From  January  Ist  to  August  31st  the  Sanitary  Inspector  responsil)lc 
for  the  inspection  of  Factories  was  away  ill  and  resigned  on  August  3Jst. 
No  new  appointment  had  been  made  at  the  end  of  the  year.  In  consequence 
it  was  not  possible  to  carry  out  routine  inspection  of  factories  ami  the  District 
Sanitary  Lisjjectors  dealt  with  such  contraventions  as  came  to  their  notice. 

Table  No.  5 sets  out  particulars  of  inspections  made  and  of  the  contraven- 
tions found  and  tlealt  with. 


TABLE  5. 


Details  of  Inspections  Made. 

Power 

Non- 

Powor 

Other 

Premises 

Number  of  factories  on  the  Kogister 

1330 

14(1 

— 

Number  of  factories  inspected 

I'J 

3 

— 

Number  of  re-visits  to  factories 

77 

17 

— 

Number  of  factories  foimd  satisfactory 

•> 

— 

— 

Number  of  factories  where  contraventions  were  found 
Number  of  factories  whore  contraventions  have  been 

17 

3 

— 

remedied 

18 

4 

— 

CONTRAVENTIONS  OF  THE  FACTORIES  ACT,  1937 

AND 

THE  SANITARY  ACCOMMODATION  REGULATIONS,  1938 

Number  of  Number  of 

Contraventions  Contraventions  i 
found  remedied  : 


Sect.  1.  Cleanliness. 

(a)  Accumulations  of  refuse  1 

(b)  Walls,  partitions,  ceilings  not  clean  ...  3 

Sect.  3.  Tempebatitre. 

Effective  provision  not  made  for  maintaining  a 

reasonable  temperature  ...  ...  ...  — 

Sect.  7.  Sanitaev  Conveniences. 

Absence  of  sanitary  conveniences  ...  ...  — 

Sufficient  sanitary  conveniences  not  provided  — 

Suitable  sanitary  conveniences  not  provided  — • 

Separate  sanitary  conveniences  not  provided 

for  each  sex  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  3 

Sanitary  conveniences  not  effectively  lighted  11 

Sanitary  conveniences  not  maintained  in 

proper  repair  ...  ...  •••  •••  ^ 

Sanitary  conveniences  not  kept  clean  ...  ...  35 

Sanitary  Accommodation  Regulations,  1938. 

Sanitary  conveniences  not  ventilated  ...  ...  9 

Sanitary  conveniences  in  direct  communication 

with  the  workroom  ...  •••  •••  10 

Sanitary  conveniences  not  provided  with 

proper  doors  ...  ■■■  •••  '1 

Sanitary  conveniences  not  provided  with  pi'oper 

fasteners  ...  •••  •••  -- 

Sanitary  conveniences  not  conveniently 

accessible  ...  •••  •••  — 

Sanitary  conveniences  not  provided  with 

separate  approaches  ...  ...  ...  — 

Sanitary  conveniences  not  effectively  screened  — 
Sanitary  conveniences  not  inilicated  with  sex 

of  users  ...  ...  ...  S 

Insanitary  urinals  ...  •••  •••  •••  — 


TOTAL  108 


7 


1 


15 


10 

10 


19 


9 


117 


PART  III. 


Food  Supply. 


ICE  CREAM. 


The  number  of  premises  registered  for  the  maniifaeture,  sale  or  storage  for 
sale  of  ice-cream  has  again  increased.  During  1951  02  applications  for 

registration  were  received. 

At  the  end  of  1951  the  Register  of  these  premises  showed  the  following 


alterations  : — 

Number  on  Register  31st  December,  1950 291 

Number  of  registrations  discontinued  during  1951  ...  5 

Number  of  premises  registered  during  1951 02 

Total  on  Register  31st  December,  1951 348 


Monthly  Report  on  Bacteriological  Examinations. 


Month 

Number 

Obtained 

Number 

Passed 

Number 

Failed 

Per  cent 
passed. 

Per  cent 

failed. 

April  

— 

— 

— 

— 

May  

12 

12 

— 

100.00 

— 

June  

12 

11 

91.66 

8.33 

July  

— 

— 

— 

— 

August  

— 

— 

— 

T’ 

— 

September  

— 

— 

— 

— 

. 

October 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

November  

(> 

4 

2 

66.66 

33.33 

Total  

30 

27 

3 

90.00 

10.00 

One  thousand  five  hundred  and  eighty-two  visits  were  made  to  registered 
premises  during  the  year.  One  hunch-ed  and  ten  informal  notices  were  given 
to  occupiers  whose  premises  failed  to  comply  Avith  the  requirements  of  the 
Food  & Drugs  Act. 

Action  resulting  from  inspections  : 

llooins  i-loanscd  and  dccoratad  ...  ...  ...  dS 

Dofeativo  water  cloiset  repaired...  ...  ...  ...  •••  0 

Sinks  installed 

Hot  water  systems  installed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ti 

Aeeiimulations  of  refuse  removed  ...  ...  ...  •■.  1 

Defective  drains  repaired  •••  ■■■  •••  •••  - 

Dust  bin  provided  ...  •••  •••  ^ 
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Heat  Treatment  Regulations.  Nine  huiulic'd  and  tifty-six  visits  were 
made  and  thirty-nine  warning  were  given  for  various  contraventions. 

Tlie  following  ice-cream  was  destroyed  following  rise  in  temiierature  above 
the  legal  maximum  ; 1 gallon,  .329  choc  ices,  24  tubs,  3(5  plain  ices.  In  addition 
a further  5 gallons  was  reheat-treated. 

Chemical  Examination.  On  1st  March,  1951,  the  Food  Standartls 
(Ice-Cream)  Order,  1951,  came  into  operation  whicli  prescribed  that  the 
standard  for  ice  cream  shoidd  be  as  follows  ; 

Ice  cream  shall  contain  not  less  than  5%  fat,  19%  sugar  and  74%  milk 
solids  other  than  fat. 

Twenty  samples  were  obtained  and  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst  for 
examination.  One  samjjle  was  below  the  2)rescribed  standard.  Proceedings 
Avere  instituted,  and  a fine  of  £2  plus  £1  Is.  Od.  costs  was  imposed.  The 
average  composition  of  the  29  samples  taken  was  9.4S%  Fat,  12.24%  Sugar 
and  8.7%  Milk  solids  other  than  fat. 


DAIRIES  AND  MILK  SUPPLY. 

Dairies. 

Number  of  premises  on  Register,  31st  December,  1959  14 

Number  of  registrations  cancelled  during  1951 — 

Number  of  23remises  registered  during  1951 2 

Total  on  Register,  31st  December,  1951 16 

Work  Done. 

Dairies  limewashed 3 

New  tlrainage  1 


Three  hundred  and  seventy-one  visits  were  made  to  dairies.  Thirty-one 
verbal  notices  were  given  and  six  letters  scut  in  connection  with  contraventions 
of  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Orders. 


Milk  (Special  Designations)  (Raw  Milk)  Regulations,  1949,  and  Milk 
(Special  Designations)  (Pasteurised  & Sterilised  Milk)  Regulations,  1949. 

During  the  year  a total  of  534  sanpjles  of  flesignated  milk  and  69  of  un- 
dcsignated  milk  were  bacteriologically  examined. 
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Pasteurised  Milk.  Tlit-rc  arc-  thicr  pustiMirising  |)]aiits  in  the  Borough, 
and  large  ((uantities  of  ])asteurised  milk  are  im])orte(l.  One  hundred  and 
thirtyd'ive  ,sain])les  were  bacteriologically  and  ])hos])hata.se-tested.  Two 
samples  failed  the  phosphatase  test  and  two  the  methylene  blue  test. 
Twenty-eight  failed  to  pass  the  test  for  coliforms. 

Tuberculin  Tested  Milk.  Of  one  hundred  and  fifty-four  .sani])les  sul)mittefl 
to  the  methylene  blue  and  coliform  tests,  forty-one  failed  to  pass  the  former 
and  sixty-one  the  coliform  test. 

Tuberculin  Tested  Pasteurised.  Twenty-nine  sanij)les  of  nrilk  were  sub- 
mitted to  the  2)hos])hata.se,  methylene  blue,  and  coliform  tests.  Eight  samples 
failed  to  pa.ss  the  latter  test. 

Accredited  Milk.  There  are  eleven  accredited  ])i’odupers  in  Blackburn. 
Of  sixteen  samples  examined,  three  failed  to  ])ass  the  coliform  and  two  the 
methylene  blue  test. 

Sterilised  Milk.  A local  dairy  sterilises  a considerable  gallonage  of  milk 
daily  and  further  quantities  are  brought  into  Blackburn  from  an  outside  dairy. 
(Seventy-four  samples  were  examined  during  the  year  all  of  Avhich  pa.ssed  the 
2)rescribed  test. 

Non-Designated  Milk.  Sixty  samples  were  taken  during  the  year  for 
bacteriological  examination . 

Tubercle  Bacilli.  One  hundred  and  twenty-six  samples  of  milk  were 
taken  and  examined  for  tubercle  bacilli,  of  which  one  gave  a positive  result. 
'J'his  was  reported  to  the  Ministry  of  Agricidture  and  Fisheries. 

Milk  Vehicles.  Seventy-six  vehicles  have  been  inspected  in  the  coui-sc 
of  the  yeaj-,  and  four  verbal  notices  given  in  connection  with  unsat i.Mactory 
vehicles. 
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MEAT  INSPECTION. 

TABLE  6. 

r.ARCASKS  TxSrECTEr)  AND  CONDEMNED. 


Cows 

Heifers 

Hulls 

Bullocks 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lamhs 

Pigs 

Xtimber  killed 

4827 

2375 

100 

2770 

3728 

24247 

2418 

Xiinihcr  inspopfod  

4827 

2375 

100 

2770 

3728 

24247 

2418 

Tiiberoidosis  only  : 

Whole  eareases 

eondeinned  

Careases  of  whieh  some 
part  oi’  organ  was 
eondemned  

Pereentage  of  the  num- 
ber inspected  affeeted 
with  tnberenlosis 

1.7.3 

IS 

1 

2 

42 

15 

1095 

144 

10 

143 

235 

3S.3 

0-8 

10.(> 

5.2 

1.1 

10.3 

All  flLseases  except 

Tuberculosis  : 

Whole  carcases 
condemned  

27 

1 

151 

j 

:)4 

24 

30 


TABLE  7. 


Organs  and  Parts  of  Carcases  Examined,  Rejected  and 
Destroyed  for  Diseases  other  than  Tuberculosis. 


Disease  or 

Condition 

Tongues 

Hearts 

Lungs 

Heads 

j 

Diaphragms 

! 

Livers 

Stomachs 

Spleens 

Kidneys 

Udders 

Intestines 

Testicles 

Bones 

Lbs.  Meat 

Pneumonia  

48 

Actinomycosis  . . . 

40 

Fluke  

10910 

Cirrhosis 

322 

Angioma  

... 

371 

Unsormd  

.334 

290 

215 

4.3 

148 

02 

32 

159 

709 

Bruised  

1079 

Parasitic  

57 

380 

179 

8 

809 

72 

Abscess  

82 

48 

.343 

00 

48 

1002 

Mammitis  

458 

Nephritis  

. . . 

... 

00 

Necrosis  

... 

7 

, , , 

Melanosis  

0.1 

Congested  

10 

170 

108 

2 

Pericarditis : 

192 

Bone  Taint  

... 

1175 

:n 


Cysticercus  Bovis.  During  the  yccar  198  cases  were  discovered,  one  of 
them  being  generalised.  The  latter  carcase  was  condemned  ami  the  others 
sent  to  cold  storage  for  a ])criod  of  not  less  than  three  weeks. 


Fish,  etc.,  Rejected. 


Stones  Fi.sh 

(iOlJ 

lbs.  imported  beef 

Clangs  of  sheeps  feet 

nir. 

Poultry 

4 

Carcases,  etc.,  Sent  for  Utilisation. 

12')  ton.=(  s owts.  2 qrs.  .‘i  ]hs. 


Nfmrer  of  Vlsits  to  Tn.spect  Food. 


Meat  Shops  ... 

470 

Meat  Market 

.40 

Fish  Shops 

90 

Fish  Market 

51 

Provision  Shops 

199 

Fish  Siding  ... 

Miscellaneous  ... 

...  175 

44 

Other 

Foodstuffs  Seized  or  Surrendered. 

Tins  of  .Milk 

...  22.40 

lbs.  of  Liquid  Egg 

84 

-Meat 

...  1940 

Bacon 

0.4 

Soup 

...  2290 

Boiled  Ham  (Canned) 

Vegetables 

...  ISoO 

Cheese 

.488 

Fruit 

...  4720 

Peaches 

' .40 

Fish 

...  2044 

Prunes 

115 

Jam  and  Preserves  ...  .447 

Peai’s 

2192 

Pudflings 

7 

Apples 

.470 

Fruit  .Juiee 

ol 

Tomatoes  ... 

90 

9 

Bottles  of  Fruit  ... 

189 

Crates  of  Cauliflowers 

Salad  Cream 

0 

Sacks  of  Beans 

9 

...  2 

lbs.  of  Cereals 

ir.0 

ewts.  of  Potatoes  ... 

Groiuid  Almond 

ol 

Bags  of  Sprouts 

Sweets 

12 

Chips  of  Strawberries 

• • • — • J 

Butter 

1.-) 

Gooseberries 

•••  ffO 

Cooking  Fat 

8 

Bilberries 

• • • 1 

14 

8 

Raisins  ... 

.41 

Raspberries 

I'igs 

2.4 

Blackberries 

00 

Tripe 

.41 

Red  Currants 

Rabbits 

...  .42.4 

Mushrooms 

• o.> 

i\ 

Itags  of  Cockles 

0 

Chej'ries 

• ••  .) 

.1 

Mussels 

2 

...  4 

addition  to  the  above  foodstuffs,  a large  number  of  tins  of  cooked 
^)oiled  ham  were  surrendered.  The  total  weight  amounted  to  2 tons  6 cwts 
qrs^  1st.  !)  lbs.  The  spoilage  in  these  tins,  which  came  from  the  Continent 
vvas  flue  chiefly  to  (1 ) poor  cpiality  tins  and  (2)  insufficient  processing. 
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Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938.  Section  13. 

INSPECTION  OF  PREMISES  WHERE  FOOD  IS  PREPARED, 

SOLD  OR  STORED. 


Number  of  premises  inspected 1048 

Number  of  premises  found  satisfactory  818 

Number  of  premises  found  unsatisfactory 230 

Number  of  re-visits  to  unsatisfactory  premises 549 

Number  of  premises  made  satisfactory  1 51 


Summary  of  Visits. 

Butchers  and  cooked  foods  premises  264 

Bakehouses  617 

Cafes  and  Snack  Bars,  etc 230 

Fish  Friers  285 

Grocers 93 

Greengrocers  79 

Visits  re  unsound  food 362 

Canteens  5 

Miscellaneous  24 

Re  proposed  food  premises 45 


Details  of  Contraventions  Found 


Sanitary  conveniences  in  direct  communication 

Walls,  ceilings,  woodwork,  not  kept  clean 

Rooms  not  in  structural  repair 

Insufficient  Ventilation 

Accumidations  of  refuse,  and  cleansing  of  floors  

Insufficient  cleanliness  of  utensils,  apparatus,  etc.  ... 

Sinks  not  provided  or  defective  

Hot  and  cold  water  not  provided 

Refuse  accommodation  not  provided  or  defective  


Coyitraventions 
Found  Remedied 
9 7 

179  162 

67  100 

11  18 

34  40 

20  15 

22  26 

27  25  j 


371  401 


Total 
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Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938.  Section  14. 

Applications  for  the  registration  of  premises  for  the  manufacture  of 
sausage,  potted,  pressed,  pickled  or  preserved  food. 


Number  of  applications  received  3 

Number  of  applications  granted  3 

Number  of  appheations  refused  — 


Food  Poisoning.  17  cases  of  food  poisoning  were  discovered  during  1951. 
All  were  isolated  cases  and  in  no  instance  was  it  possible  to  identify  the  causative 
agent. 

Merchandise  Marks  Act,  1926. 

One  hundred  and  twenty  visits  were  made  to  shops  and  stalls. 

Where  it  was  found  that  imported  tomatoes  were  being  offered  or  exposed 
for  sale  Avithout  an  indication  of  the  country  of  origin  as  required  by  an  order 
made  under  the  Merchandise  Marks  Act,  1926,  letters  of  warning  were  given 
to  the  offenders  on  receipt  of  which  the  tomatoes  were  suitably  marked.  In 
no  case  was  it  found  necessary  to  institute  proceedings. 


Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938. 

During  the  year, -one  hundred  and  seventy-four  samples  of  milk  were 
submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst.  Of  these,  sixteen  were  reported  as 
adulterated.  In  addition,  out  of  a further  two  hunch’ed  and  eighteen  samples 
of  other  foods  and  drugs  nineteen  were  reported  as  adulterated,  making  a 
total  of  thirty-five. 

The  following  table  shows  the  action  taken  respecting  the  thirty-five 
adulterated  .samples. 
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Beef  Sausage  ...  ; 44  1 — --^"o  deficient  of  moat.  j Fined  .£-)  and  £1  Ls.  ()d.  costs. 
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Table  9 — Continued.  Food  & Drugs  Acts,  1938. 
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Fertiliser  and  Feeding  Stuffs  Act,  1926.  Twelve  samples  of  feeding  stuffs 
and  fertiliser’s  were  examined  by  the  Analyst  during  the  year. 

One  did  not  conform  with  the  statutory  statement. 

The  appended  tables  gives  particulars  of  the  work  done  under  the  Act. 


TABLE  9. 


Article 

No.  of  Samples  | 

1 

Formal 

! 

Informal  ; 

According 

to 

Statutory 

Statement 

Not 

According 

to 

Statutory 

Statement 

Action  taken. 

Xo.  1 National  Cattle 
Food  

1 

1 

1 

Nil. 

No.  1 National  Laying 
Meal  

1 

1 

1 

Crushed  Oats 

1 

1 

1 

- 

Maize  Meal  ... 

1 

- 

1 

1 

- 

,, 

Bran  ... 

1 

1 

1 

,, 

Danex  (Pig  Fooil)  ... 

1 

- 

1 

1 

- 

Ground  Maize 

1 

- 

1 

1 

-- 

Dairy  Meal  ... 

1 

- 

1 

1 

- 

Dairy  Pellets 

1 

- 

1 

- 

1 

Letter  sent. 

Bone  Meal  ... 

1 

- 

1 

i 

- 

Nil. 

Sulphate  of  Ammonia 

1 

- 

1 

1 

- 

Super  Phosphates  ...  ; 

1 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

Food  Hygiene. 

In  association  with  the  Chamber  of  Trade  a Food  Hygiene  Committee 
was  set  U2J  in  December  ; its  membershij)  consists  of  rejrresentatives  of  the 
various  food  trades  organisations,  of  the  St.  John  Ambulance  Association, 
the  jjress  and  of  the  Health  Committee.  Under  the  aegis  of  the  Committee 
it  is  projjosed  to  hold  a course  of  lectures  for  food  handlers  which  will  be  given 
by  members  of  the  Health  Department  in  the  coming  Autumn.  In  adtlition, 
the  St.  John  Ambulance  Association  are  organising  a course  to  be  followed 
by  examination  and  the  award  of  certificates  to  successful  candidates. 
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An  organisation  sncl)  as  this  can  do  nnich  to  further  the  joint  aim  of  the 
traders  and  of  the  Healtli  Committee  in  ensuring  a clean  food  supply.  As  a 
body,  the  food  traders  are  keen  to  improve  their  methods.  Their  efforts  are 
worthy  of  jji-aise  ; careless  methods  of  the  few  “ back-sliders  ” waiTant  the 
reverse.  It  is  here  that  the  general  public  can  assist  the  Food  Hygiene  and 
Health  Committees  in  raising  the  standard  of  food  handling  generally  and 
discouraging  im desirable  and  slip-shod  methods. 

If,  for  instance,  a purchaser  voices  his  comjjlaints  in  shops  and  cafes 
where  methods  are  careless,  or  refu,ses  to  accept  confectionery  or  bread  served 
in  a blorvn-up  paper  bag  or  in  wrapping  paper  picked  up  with  a saliva-moistened 
forefinger  and  thumb,  the  offenders  will  quickl}^  mend  their  ways.  The 
customer  can  do  more  in  this  respect  than  Health  Weeks  and  Food  Hygiene 
Committees  will  ever  accomplish  ! 

The  Ministry  of  Food  Byelaws  regarding  the  sale  of  food  ui  the  ojjcn 
air  came  into  force,  with  certain  amendments  sought  by  the  Coiuicil,  in  January 
last.  The  position  in  Blackburn  was  difficult  owing  to  the  size  and 
popularity  of  the  open  market  and  the  wide  range  of  different  food-stuffs, 
cooked,  raw,  wrapped,  and  un-wrapped  there  displayed.  A series  of  discussions 
was,  therefore,  held  with  representatives  of  the  Markets  Committee  to  secure 
some  degree  of  uniformity  and  to  define  the  respective  responsibilities 
of  the  Health  and  Markets  Committees  and  tenants  for  the  protection  of  food- 
stuffs from  contamination,  the  provision  of  additional  water  siqjplies,  etc. 

Subsequently  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  and  I met  the  stall-holders  | 
affected  and  pointed  out  to  them  the  requirements  of  the  Health  Committee  , 
and  the  obligations  which  the  Bye-laws  imjrose  upon  them.  Desjjite  the  expense 
and  other  difficulties  involved  the  traders  affected  were  most  co-operative. 
Already  there  is  a noticeable  improvement  in  the  lay-out  of  the  stalls. 
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TABLE  11. 


fSHKWlNLl 


^LMUKK 


OF  CASKS  OF  iNFFCTlOUS  ULSFASFS 


NOTIFIED  FROM  TO 


Diskask 

1938 

1 

1939  194( 

1941 

19421 943 

1944 

I 

;104;1 

1040,104'/ 

1 ' 

1 

1948 

1949d950 

I 

1951 

iSinallpox... 

Diphtheria  (including  Mem- 

1 

! - 

i 

i 

1 

j 

branoiis  Croup) 

172 

95 

(15 

0( 

i 82 

' 09 

29 

32 

28 

19 

17 

( 

•’3 

1 

1 

lEiysipelas 

17 

34 

24 

20 

18 

21 

10 

18 

' 10 

12 

0 

■Scarlet  Fever 

235 

192 

92 

98 

i 254 

317 

330 

399 

i 120 

159 

213 

27 

74 

100 

Enteric  Fever  ... 

•) 

10 

7 

•) 

1 

33 

1 

04 

.3 

28 

1 

I 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

Typhus  Fever  ... 

24 

23 

12 

23 

19 

23 

29 

22 

48 

49 

iCerebro-Spinal  Meningitis 

() 

7 

25 

35 

20 

13 

4 

10 

5 

() 

•) 

Poilomyelitis  (Paralytic) 

.) 

1 

8 

1 

•> 

1 

•) 

10 

1 

7 

■ Poliomyelitis  (non- 

paralytic)  . . . 

... 



■■ 

1 

05 

10 

1 

1787 

1 

90 

10 

o 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

100 

88 

91 

80 

109 

99 

83 

84 

88 

97 

74 

02 

12 

13 

'Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 
•Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

38 

5 

31 

14 

24 

(> 

20 

14 

32 

13 

25 

15 

« 

15 

20 

23 

22 

28 

25 

23 

:J4 

14 

Measles  ... 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

5 

107 

3 

1307 

092 

2 

804 

1 

144 

1 

1220 

300 

590 

584 

779 

1207 

498 

Dysentery 

15 

2 

41 

2 

04 

78 

59 

... 

10 

4 

8 

1 

Malaria  ... 

1 

b 

1 

' 

1 

72 

Pneumonia 

Diarrhoea 

o 

215 

3 

180 

137 

117 

1 

147 

147 

49 

70 

82 

108 

100 

55 

109 

■MTiooping  Cough 

142 

412 

2491 

218 

132 

93 

125; 

0 

52 

1 1 

230 

9 

232 

0 

180 

131 

Totals  ...  ...  I 

i 

775| 

970j2324 

180211019 

1 

1159 

1991i 

11.52 

1140ll23ljl502 

1 

1805 

2275 

1078 

* Notifiable  from  J93‘J.  + Notifiable  from  July  1st  to  October  31st. 
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SECTION  22.  CARE  OF  MOTHERS  AND  YOUNG  CHILDREN. 

There  have  been  no  extensions  of  note  in  the  Child  Health  or  Ajite-Natal 
Clinics  or  Day  Nurseries  during  the  year. 

These  services  are  now  most  comprehensive  and  their  one  defect  is  the 
unsuitability  of  many  of  the  jwemises  used  for  child  welfare  centre  purj)Oscs. 

Pai'ticulars  of  Day  Nurseries  and  Ante-Natal  Clinic  attendances  are  set 
out  in  Tables  12  to  14. 


TABLE  12. 


Ante-natal 

Sessions  Conducted. 

Public 

Health 

Department 

St.  Peter 

Street 

Total 

(a)  Bi/  Medical  Officers — 

No.  of  sessions  

144 

47 

101 

No.  of  patients  attended  . . 

414 

I’y.j 

700 

No.  of  attendances  . .. 

175'J 

408 

3107 

(b)  By  Mid'wives — 

No.  of  sessions  

— 

343 

343 

No.  of  patients  attendetl 

— 

084 

084 

No.  of  attendances  . 

— 

l>574 

2574 

Ihc  following  table  shows  the  results  of  nine  hundred  and  forty-nine 
specimens  submitted  to  the  Eh  Factor  and  Kahn  Test. 

TABLE  13. 


Women 

Men 

(Husbands  of  Patients) 

Victoria  Street  : 

Kh. 

Kalin 

Kh. 

Kahn 

Positive  

201 

o 

10 



Negative  

(34 

320 

5 

24 

325 

325 

24 

24 

St.  Peter  Street  : 

Positive  

512 

o 

8 



Nogatiw  

78 

585 

1(1 

t 1 

500 

500 

10 

10 

— 

— 

f 

4 

1 


PAin  U ri.AHS  OF  DAV  NUliSFlUFS. 
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Patients  were  referred  to  special  clinics  or  for  special  examinations  as 
set  out  below  : 


Victoria  St.  St.  Peter  St. 

T3asnl  Metabolic  Rate  ...  ...  ...  4 5 

Pregnandiol  Tests  ...  ...  ...  _ _ 

Cases  referred  to  Chest  Clinic  ...  ...  0 2 

„ ,,  R.N.T.  Clinic  ...  ...  1 — 

,,  ,,  Venereal  Diseases  Clinic  - .5 

,,  ,,  Obstetrician  ...  ...  - 15 

„ ,,  Heart  Clinic  ...  ...  - 7 

,,  ,,  X-Ray  Clinic  ...  - 45 

Sugar  Tolerance  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 3 

Full  Blood  Counts  ...  ...  ...  H 45 


Dr.  A.  L.  McAdam  again  conducted  a fortnightly  clinic  at  the  Health 
Office  for  expectant  mothers  presenting  non-obstetric  abnormality.  His  return 
has  not  been  received  in  time  for  inclusion  in  the  body  of  the  report.  When 
available  it  will  be  circularised  as  an  addendum  for  insertion. 


Post-Natal  Clinic. 

The  following  sets  out  details  of  attendances  at  the  St.  Peter  Street 
Post-Natal  clinic  : 


Number  of  Sessions  held 

21 

Number  of  Attendances  made 

108 

Number  of  Individuals 

104 

Number  of  abnormal  cases  ... 

70 

Number  of  cases  in  which  no  abnormality 
was  found 

24 

Relaxation  Classes.  This  service,  started  in  1948,  continued  actively 
during  the  year  imder  review. 

Expectant  mothers  attend  the  classes  from  about  the  fifth  month, 
and  contijiue  until  a fortnight  before  confinement  is  due 

. Number  of  patients  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  140 

Number  of  attendances  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1015 

A gas  and  air  apparatus  is  provided  for  the  practical  instruction  of  mothers 
attending  the  relaxation  classes.  They  thus  become  familiar  with,  and  gain 
confidence  in,  the  ap])aratus  before  confinement. 

Multiparae  who  attend  the  classes  a])preciate  relaxation  treatment  i 
which,  they  say,  makes  their  labour  less  of  an  ordeal. 
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Breast  Feeding.  All  women  who  attend  the  Ante-Natal  Clinics  have  a 
h aemoglohin  esti  ma  t i on . 

The  Medical  Officer  in  charge  of  these  (and  also  of  certain  Child  Welfare 
and  Post-Natal  C’linics)  formed  a general  imjjression  that  a higher  proportion 
of  mothers  with  a low  ante-natal  haemoglobin  content  discontijnierl  breast- 
feeding earlier  than  did  those  with  a normal  Hb.  figure. 

A record  (set  out  below)  was  accordingly  ke]it  of  a group  of  mothers  (304) 
confined  during  lOol  and  who  had  had  an  Hb.  estimation  during  their 
pregnancies. 

The  correlation  coefficient  (-I-.12)  does  not  indicate  any  prima  facie 
association  between  ante-natal  Hb.  content  and  sub, sequent  breast-feeding. 


Maternal 

Hnemoglobin  % 

1 

1 

Breast  fed  up  to — 

t 

' 

1 

1 

"c 

I 

3rd  week 

^5? 

O 

'Ind  month 

1 3rd  month 

K 

O 

o 

o 

o 

1th  month 

%th  month 

9th  month 

Over  9th 
month 

! 

I Total 

01—100  

*1 

i 2 

1 

2 

4 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

4 

1 

21 

81—00  

i (i 

7 

7 

0 

5 

1 

4 

4 

8 

4 

1 

1 

57 

71—80  

20 

10 

23 

10 

13 

2 

0 

0 

5 

4 

1 

105 

01 — 70  

2 

8 

3 

10 

O 

5 

o 

;i 

1 

4 

1 

2 

2 

45 

ol— 00  

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

41— .70  

... 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

0 

.‘11-40  

Still  Births  

Out  of  Borough 
since  Birth  ... 
Not  Breast  Fed 

at  all  

Died 

. ,,  1 

... 

... 

...  j 

i 

1 

1 

... 

1 

1 

12 

21 

10 

4 

1 

— 

1)  1 

30 

24 

43 

33 

27 

7 ' 

14 

t» 

18 

13 

.*) 

4 

301 

* Two  days. 


I 
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lO 


a 

CO 

< 

H 


o 

<1: 

Esh 

o 


cc 

HH 

H 

O 

a 

m 

o 

H 

pH 


CO 

H 

< 

u. 


Ph 

c 


2 

3 

pij 

Pm 


'^'la.iicjuQ 
P9J  IBroyi'^v 

315 

0 

-t 

342 

W 

H 

5 ^ 

? 0 

S P 

_c 

■s « 

So 

1 

CO 

1 

CO 

5th 

' month 

1 

1 

LO 

1 

1 

10 

Breast  Feeding  Joini 
Artificial  up  to  E 

4tli 

month 

rH 

1 

0 

1 

1 

1 3rd 

month 

CO 

CM 

1 

1 

2nd 

month 

CO 

w 

1 

1 

I> 

CO 

1st 

month 

0 

0 

<M 

C^l 

10 

CO 

Breast  Feeding  Alone  up  to 

End  of 

5tli 

month 

0 

1 

1 

1 

r 

§ 

4 th 
month 

C5 

1 

1 

0 

00 

3rd 

j month 

0 

00 

1 

1 

0 

00 

0 

2nd 

month 

10 

CO 

CO 

1 

1 

d 

^ 0 

s 

116 

- 

c^ 

CM 

CO 

n ® 

(D 

0 

rH 

1 

X9[.IT(IU9 
p9J  ^JSBOig 

347 

1 

s-H 

•X) 

CO 

P9;bSi'4S9AUI 

s^uujui 
JO  .laquiii^ 

1343 

<M 

1 

1422 

Condition  at  end 
of  6 months 

Satisfactory  

Fairly  Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory  ... 

Dead  
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Venereal  Disease. 

In  connection  witli  the  Authority’s  duty  under  Section  22  of  the  National 
Health  Service  Act,  tlie  special  clinic  for  expectant  mothers  has  been  continued 
at  the  De])artment  in  co-o]oeration  with  the  Regional  Hospital  Board. 

1 am  indebted  to  Dr.  L.  Read,  Consultant  Venereologist,  for  the  ajipendefl 
report  on  the  work  of  the  clinic  : 

Special  Treatment  at  Victoria  Street  Clinic,  1951. 


Male  Female 

Total  number  of  new  cases 15  ...  52 

Attendances  to  see  Medical  Officer 69  ...  531 

Attendances  for  intermediate  treatment 170 


New  Cases.  Fourteen  of  the  fifteen  new  males  were  babies  born  while 
the  mother  was  under  treatment  and  all  found  to  be  free  of  disease.  The 
other  male  was  a cojigenitally  infected  child,  bom  outside  the  borough,  and 
the  infection  was  only  discovered  when  the  mother  became  pregnant  again, 
the  routine  ante-natal  blood  revealing  the  disease. 

The  fifty-two  female  cases  were  divided  up  as  follows  : 


Oonorrhoea  1 

Latent  Syphilis  5 

Neuro -syphilis 1 

Congenital  Syphilis  (adult)  1 

Vaginitis  requiring  treatment  21 

No  treatment  required  23 

Pathological  W'ork  consisted  of  : 

Smear  examinations  80 

Cidture  examinations 80 

Serum  tests  143 


Tluring  the  year  there  has  been  no  case  to  my  knowledge  of  a congenital 
syphilitic  bom  withi7i  the  borough,  which  is  a complete  vindication  for  the 
t method  of  routine  blood  tests  on  all  j)regnant  w'omen. 

The  routine  examination  of  jiregnant  women  with  discharges,  while  not 
accepted  by  all,  has  been  successful  in  that  no  case  of  Gonococcal  Ophthalmia 
ha-s  been  refeired  to  me  during  the  current  year. 

l^Iy  thanks  are  due  to  Miss  Sudworth,  Miss  Jones  and  Miss  Darbyshire 
who,  apart  from  riuming  the  clinic  smoothly  have  made  eighty  personal  visits 
I to  patients  to  keep  them  under  treatment. 


Lucien  Read,  Venerologist. 


Ultra  Violet  Light  Clinic.  Two  hundred  and  twenty-eight  Maternity  and 
Child  Welfare  cases  attended  the  Ultra  Violet  Light  Clinic  at  the  Health 
Department  and  received  1,937  exposures.  Of  these,  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
seven  cfises  were  expectant  mothers,  who  received  a total  of  seven  hundred 
and  thirty-six  exposures  ; the  remaining  cases  were  ])re-sch()ol  childn'ii. 

Puerperal  Pyrexia.  Twenty-five  Borough  cases  were  notified  during  the 
year,  none  of  which  terminated  fatally. 


Notification  of  Births. 

Lire  Births 

Still  Births 

Total 

Doctors 

— 

— 

— 

Midwives  ... 

083 

13 

onn 

Parents  and  others 

1121) 

58 

1184 

Totaus 

210!) 

71 

2180 

Still  Births.  The  number  of  still  births  registered  during  the  year  and 
allocated  to  the  Borough  was  39. 

The  appended  Table  gives  particulars  as  to  the  po.ssihle  and  probable  j 
causes  of  Blackburn  cases  : — 


Cau.’ie. 

1.  Accidental  Haemorrhage  ... 

2.  Cerebral  Haemorrhage 
Maternal  States — 

(a)  Rh  Factor  and  Hypertension 
{b)  Rh  Factor  with  Antibodies 

4.  Foetal  states  (excluding  Syphilis) — 

{a)  Hydrops  Foetalis  ... 

(b)  Cord  Round  Neck 

(c)  Prolapsed  Cord 

(d)  Abnormal  Foetus 

5.  Prematurity  ...  ...  ... 

(i.  Tentorial  Tear  • 

7.  Post  Mature 
S.  Unascertained 


Xn.  of  Still  Births 


0 

1 

I 


1 


1 

1 


o 

() 

■> 


1 

14 


Tot.^t, 


Maternal  Mortality.  There  was  one  maternal  death  during  the  year,  ■ 
which  was  unavoidable. 
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Neo-Natal  Deaths.  During  the  year  thirty  infants  died  within  one  month 
of  birth.  Six  of  the  deaths  were  ascribed  to  foetal  states,  fifteen  to  prematurity, 
and  the  remaining  nine  cases  to  2)ost-natal  causes. 

Premature  Births.  One  himdred  and  seventeen  premature  infants  were 
born  during  1951  to  mothers  whose  homes  are  in  the  borough.  One  hundred 
and  two  were  alive  at  the  end  of  the  year. 


Causes  of  Prematurity  : 

Twin  Pregnancy  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

General  Debility  of  mother  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Ante-Partinn  Haemorrhage  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Rh.  negative  ...  ...  ...•  ...  ...  ...  3 

Toxaemia  of  mother  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Caesarean  Section  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Others  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Not  known  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  94 


Arrangements  for  the  domiciliary  care  of  premature  infants  have  been 
described  in  previous  reports. 

Infantile  Mortality.  During  the  year  there  were  47  deaths.  This  figure 
corresponds  to  an  infantile  mortality  rate  of  31.7  per  1,000  live  births 
registered,  compared  with  46.5  in  1949,  and  34.13  in  1950. 

Of  the  deaths  registered  45  were  of  legitimate  and  two  of  illegitimate 
children.  The  rate  of  infantile  mortality  amongst  legitimate  infants  was 
31-8  per  1,000  legitimate  births  registered,  and  amongst  illegitimate  children 
27-4  per  1,000  illegitimate  births  registered. 

Of  the  deaths  certified,  thirty,  or  63.8%,  occurred  within  the  first  month 
of  life.  The  more  important  causes  of  these  deaths  were  as  follows  : — 

Cause.  Number  of  Deaths. 

Premature  Birth  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Congenital  defect  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  .5 

Pneumonia  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 


Ophthalmia  Neonatorum.  Two  cases,  neither  gonococcal,  were  notified 
■during  the  year,  one  a confinement  at  home,  the  other  an  institutional  birth. 


Child  Welfare  Centres.  Child  Welfare  Centres  are  held  at  St.  Peter 
Street,  Russell  Street,  Kendal  Street,  Griffin  Paroehial  Hall,  Bentham  Street, 
(brnelian  Street,  Hozier  Street,  Lower  Darwen,  Newton  Street  and  Longshaw. 
Two  sessions  are  held  each  week  at  Hozier  Street,  Kenflal  Street,  St.  Peter 
Street,  Cornelian  Street  and  Newton  Street.  The  Lower  Darwen  Clinic  is 
held  once  each  fortnight. 

The  following  Table  sets  out  the  attendances  during  lO.oL 


TABLE  16 


S.  Peter  St. 

(2  Sessions 
weekly) 

Hozier  Street 

(2  sessions 
weekly) 

Russell 

Street 

I 

Kendal  Street 
(2  sessions 
weekly) 

Griffin 

Cornelian  St.| 

(2  sessions 
weekly)  | 

Bentham 

Street 

Cl 

fe  1 

? s 

•4  Q 

Longshaw 

Newton  St. 

(2  sessions 

weekly) 

< 

h 

Infants — 

New  cases  under  1 year 

190 

149 

104 

187 

137 

118 

80 

36 

T3 

117 

Hi 

No.  of  re-attendances 

.3562 

3065 

2040 

3065 

2765 

2002 

1.530 

413 

1421 

3221 

New  cases  over  1 year 

21 

13 

9 

20 

8 

30 

3 

4 

4 

11 

1.* 

No.  of  re-attendances 

2917 

1754 

546 

1327 

1054 

1595 

870 

257 

919 

1.509 

1J5' 

Attendances  of  Infants 

6693 

4981 

2699 

4599 

3964 

374,5 

2483 

710 

2417 

4858 

3:H' 

Consultations  with 
Doctor 

1162 

713 

379 

1002 

710 

605 

.504 

149 

471 

731 

Expectant  Mothers 
No.  of  new  cases 

68 

— 

2 

5 

15 

9 

5 

1 

9 

20 

i; 

No.  of  re-attendances 

i 187 

.3 

6 

f) 

132 

28 

21 

— 

8 

26 

t 

Total  Attendances  of 
Expectant  Mothers 

2.55 

3 

8 

10 

147 

37 

26 

1 

1 

46 

.VI 

Total  Attendances  .. 

69+8 

4984 

2707 

4609 

4111 

3782 

2509 

711 

2434 

4904 

Si*-'' 

Average  Attendance  of 
infants  per  session 

72 

42 

1 68 

51 

82 

39 

53 

29 

49 

1 

1 

1 

' 

* Total  average  attendance  each  veek  at  all  Centres. 


Of  the  live  births  registered  during  the  year  1,HH  or  80-2"'o  attended  the 
Infant  Consultation  Centres. 


dojital  smsiojis  wore  devoted  to 
-Itctant  and  nm-smg  motliers  and  pre-school  children. 

Maternity 


Number  of  Sessions  held 
Number  of  patients  treateil 
Extraetions 
Fillings 

Other  operations  (Dressings,  etc.) 
General  Anaesthetics 
Number  of  cases  referred  for  dentures... 
Child  W elfare 

Number  of  Sessions  held 
Number  of  invitations  for  Inspection 
Number  of  invitations  accepted 
Number  of  cases  treated 
Temporary  teeth  extracted 

Temporarj^  teeth  filled 

Other  operations  (dressings,  etc.) 

General  Anaesthetics 

Day  Nursery 

Children  inspected 

Children  referred  for  treatment 

Children  treated  ... 


7(i 

Uo 

1()2 

1)2 

.•(4 

34 

() 


21 

1054 

389 

238 

321 

00 

20 

40 


118 

13 

13 
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Maternity  and  Child  Welfare. 


(a)  Number  provided  with  Dental  Care  : 


Examined 

Needing 

Treatment 

Treated 

Made 

Dentally  fit 

Expectant  and  Nursing 
Mothers  

163 

153 

145 

139 

Children  under  five 

years  old  

683 

242 

238 

238 

(b)  Forms  of  Dental  Treatment  provided  : 


Extractions 

Local  g 

01 

03 

0) 

General 

Q 

03 

Fillings 

Scalings  or 
Scalings  and 
Gum  Treatment 

Silver  Nitrate 
Dressings 

Dressings 

Radiographs 

Referred 

for 

Dentures 

Expectant  and 
Nursing  Mothers 

162 

16 

34 

62 

22 

10 

6 

Children  under 

five  

321 

133 

40 

60 

8 

18 

In  addition  to  the  above  cases,  one  thousand  seven  hmub-ed  and  fifty-eight 
children  under  the  age  of  five  years  were  examined  in  the  schools  at  routine 
inspections  and  three  himdred  and  seventy-four  as  emergency  cases.  Six 
hundred  and  thirteen  of  these  children  received  treatment. 

Ante-  and  Post-Natal  cases  requiring  dentures  were  referred  to  private 
j)ractitioners. 


Care  of  Illegitimate  Children.  The  (Wporation  jjrovidcs  foi'  (he 
mstitutional  caic  ot  selected  mothers  and  their  illegitimate  childreji  at  the 

Diocesan  Hostel,  W’ilpshire,  to  which  two  Blackhurn  cases  were  admitted 
during  1951. 

The  Coriioration  pay  9004  (,f  the  gross  cost  per  ])atient  day,  less  any 
eontribntion  receiyed  from  the  mother,  hut  do  not  acce]it  financial  responsibility 

01  moit  than  thiee  months,  or  for  cases  able  to  make  indetJendent  alternative 
arrangements. 

Av  ^’isitors  collaborate  with  Miss  Cameron  (the  Diocesan  Moral 

e fare  Morker)  m the  assessment  of  neerl  of  cases  seeking  hostel  admission. 


SECTION  23.  MIDWIFERY  SERVICES. 

During  the  year  the  domiciliary  mid«-iyes  attended  a total  of  two  hundred 
and  nmety-two  and  two  hundred  and  thirteen  cases  as  midwives  and  maternity 
I nurses  respectively.  Of  these  cases,  three  hundred  and  ninety-five  (appro-x- 
.imatelv  eighty  per  cent.)  received  gas-air  analgesia. 

The  number  of  cases  confined  at  home  shows  a decrease  due  to  the  more 
?enm-ous  provision  of  beds  by  the  Hospital  Authority.  The  conversion  of 
nil  Hill  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital  into  a maternity  unit  for  17  eases  lias 
■ased  the  bed  position  considerably  and  when  Bramley  Mead  Hospital  (opened 
n OcotxT)  ..get.,  into  it,  ,tnde”  it,  twentytwo  additional  nnlternitv  l"d' 
Ai  further  reduce  the  calls  upon  the  Borough  midwifery  service. 

The  Corporation  proiiosals  under  tSection  23  of  the  Act  iirovirle  for  the 
-Pioyment  of  ten  full-time  midwives  assisted  by  an  average  of  se7  ,u  i 

« -d 

hump  I ■ justified  an  establishment  which 

g ( conditions  have  shown  to  be  rather  generous.  The  position  is  beimr 
iiefully  M-atched  and  staff  adjustments  will  be  made  as  opportunity  offers 


ECTION  24.  HEALTH  VISITING. 


miairaji'sLn"’  'i"'  'I'lda  lo.,5  laa,  hoo,,  m.lv 

y adjusted  by  the  intake  of  “ bursary  ” Health  Visitors. 

id  Health  Visitors  work  is  set  out  below  in  'Tables  17 
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Includes  139  Special  Visits. 
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SECTION  25.  HOME  NURSING. 

The  Domiciliary  Nurses  again  did  good  work  and  visited  :i,483  cases. 

Proposals  approved  in  1947  for  the  purpose  of  this  service  provide  for 
the  employment  of  twenty-eight  full  time  nurses,  a Superintendent  and 
Deputy  Suijerintendent,  the  two  latter  being  also  concerned  with  the  super- 
vision of  the  midwifery  service. 

Due  to  the  high  standard  set  by  the  old  Nursing  Association,  Blackburn 
is  very  “ District  Nurse  conscious  ” for  which  reason  our  original  proposals, 
were,  perhaps,  generously  framed.  Shortly  after  the  District  Nursing  Associa- 
tion ceased  to  exist  as  such  the  Health  Dejjartment  assumed  direct  administra- 
tion. I then  I’eported  to  the  Committee  that  the  establishment  might  be  on 
the  high  side  but  as  direct  administration  of  the  service  was  new  to  us, 
action  should  be  governed  by  experience. 

A gradual  reduction  of  staff  has  since  been  effected. 

Fortunately,  in  the  event  of  staff  sickness  or  heav’y  calls  upon  the  service, 
temporary  nursing  help  is  reasonably  available.  The  work  will  not  suffer 
if  the  fixed  establishment  be  maintained  at  26  or  27  nurses. 

Details  of  the  work  done  by  the  District  Nurses  are  set  out  below  : 


Total  number  of  visits  paid  during  the  year 
Number  of  cases  on  books  at  end  of  1950 


seen  in  1951  ... 
on  books  at  end  of  1951 


SECTION  26.  IMMUNISATION  AND  VACCINATION. 

(a)  Immunisation. 

During  the  year,  1,254  children  untler  the  age  of  five  years  and  44S  over 
that  age  were  immunised  against  diphtheria  ; of  these,  287  were  treated  by 
general  25i'‘^ctitioners.  In  addition,  937  children  jjreviously  immunised, 
received  “ boosting  ” doses  of  jirojjhylactic. 

The  2)ercentage  (94.7%)  of  childi'en  over  the  age  of  five  years  iwotectcd 
against  diphtheria  is  satisfactory,  that  (57.1%),  under  the  age  of  five  year's 
is  less  so. 


5t) 


TABLE  19. 

diphtheria  immunisation. 


TREATMENTS  COMPLETED  EACH  YEAR  FROM  1941  TO  1951. 


Age  in 
years  on 

31st 

Decern  bej 
of  corres- 
ponding 
year. 

r 

1941 

1942 

1943 

1 

1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

1051 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15  + 

284 

205 

296 

418 

599 

583 

503 

500 

550 

484 

462 

536 

399 

96 

116 

543 

306 

330 

382 

256 

168 

127 

97 

87 

73 

47 

26 

20 

762 

187 

174 

212 

215 

187 

115 

128 

118 
99  i 
58  1 
33  I 
36  ! 
11  1 

667 

145 

57 

101 

106 

100 

78 

71 

79 

71 

31 

24 

33 

5 

3 

930 

136 

76 

117 

160 

130 

125 

120 

113 

127 

113 

159 

148 

64 

866 

108 

80 

113 

106 

86 

116 

85 

77 

59 

57 

49 

35 

8 

959 

157 

48 

150 

123 

155 

117 

106 

103 

89 

72 

76 

58 

31 

4 

1237 

77 

48 

103 

91 

77 

70 

68 

77 

61 

52 

9 

8 

10 

1030 

78 

125 

40 

24 

45 

30 

20 

15 

9 

32 

24 

35 

24 

4 

1016 

73 

71 

64 

155 

55 

49 

28 

19 

18 

14 

12 

8 

11 

1087 

80 

35 

52 

96 

92 

76 

56 

32 

34 

31 

12 

13 

6 

'OTAL... 

6031 

2462 

2335  ! 

1571 

2518  1 1845 

2248 

1988 

1535 

1593 

1702 

60 


TABLE  20. 


DIPHTHERIA  JMMUNISATION  STATE  AMONGST  CHILDREN 
AT  THE  END  OE  THE  YEAR. 


Age. 

Number 
completed  in 
1951. 

. Number 
' completed  prior 
to  1951. 

Number 
immunised  to 
end  of  1951. 

Under  1 

572 



572 

1 

1 

1 

515 

693 

1208 

2 

80 

1072 

1152 

Population  ! 

3 

35 

908 

943 

0—4  1 

4 

52 

832 

884 

8328 

(57-1%)  j 

1254 

3505 

4759 

1 

1 

Children  5 to  15. 

1 

j 

5 

96 

1225 

1321 

6 

92 

1266 

1358 

7 

76 

1268 

1344 

Population  ; 

8 

56 

1086 

1142 

5—15  [ 

9 

32 

1236 

1268 

13,423  : 

10 

34 

1175 

1209 

(94-7%) 

11 

31 

1229 

1260 

12 

12 

1225 

1237 

13 

13 

1315 

1328 

1 

1 

14 

6 

1242 

1248 

448 

i 

12267 

12715 

Total 

j Ages  1-15 

1702 

15772 

17474 

In  addition  to  the  children  included  in  this  table,  937  children  who  had  been 
previously  immunised  received  re-inforcing  injections. 
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TABLE  21. 

WHOOPING  COUGH  IMMUNISATION. 


Age 

Jan. 

Feb. 

1 Mar. 

1 

April 

May 

June 

1 

^ July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oet. 

Nov. 

Dee. 

Total 

Under  1 ... 

1... 

2.. 

a... 

4... 

Over  4 . . . 

la 

20 

1 

1 

5 

3 

1 

a 

21 

1 

I 

7 

1-) 

1 

I 

11 

18 

n 

:i 

a 

7 

10 

2 

0 

10 

1 

1 

0 

14 

0 

1 

la 

0 

1 

1 

4 

40 

o 

v) 

o 

a 

ai 

9 

a 

2 

30 

4 

1 

1 

07 

237 

:!') 

9 

4 

9 

a*) 

9 

2() 

1 

24 

40 

in 

1 

24 

2a 

21 

.00 

40 

44 

30 1 

{b)  Vaccination. 


The  arrangements  for  vaccination  have  been  previously  described. 


Particulars  of  vaccinations  performed  durinc^ 
1948,  1949  and  1950  are  .set  out  below. 


1951  together  with  those  for 


TABLE  22. 


Age  Group 

1948 

1 1949 

1 

1 

, 1950 

1 

1951 

Unrler  1 year 

1 ' 

2 

*"  »»  ••• 

173 

291 

1 

1 404 

.328 

0 

3 

i 10 

2 

19 

8 

2 

2 

12 

4 

If  • • • • • • • • . 

o to  14  

I 

a 

12 

18 

4 

4 

15  and  ovor 

Prior  to  July  .5th,  1948  ... 

271 

25.5 

1 

115 

453 

2()5 

Total  

i 

710  ! 

1 

428 

920 

(i57 

•riva?!  It!  ft’  out  during  the  year,  :i86  were  done  bv 

practitjoners  and  272  at  Local  Authority  Clinics. 
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SECTION  27.  AMBULANCE  SERVICE. 

The  Health  Committee  approved  the  purchase  of  two  new  ambulances 
and  one  sitting  case  car  including  in  their  estimates,  as  submitted  to  the 
Finance  Committee,  an  appropriate  sum.  The  inevitable  “ pruning  by  the 
latter  Committee  led  to  a programme  cut  and  two  ambulances  only  were 
acquired. 

A more  speedy  replacement  of  the  older  vehicles  would  give  greater 
efficiency  and,  in  the  long  run,  prove  a money-saver. 

All  ambidance  requisitions  are  closely  checked  at  the  Depot  and 
are  further  scrutinised  each  week  by  a responsible  member  of  the  Health 
Office  staff  who  is  not  employed  at  Addison  Street. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  1950/51,  ten  vehicles  were  available.  They 
carried  20,!S17  patients,  and  covered  135,167  miles  in  so  doing. 

Of  journeys  made,  2,307  were  in  respect  of  accident  or  emergency  cases. 


TABLE  23. 


No.  of 
vehicles  at 
end  of  year. 

Total 

No.  of 
calls. 

Total  No. 
of  patients 
carried. 



No.  of 
Emergency 
Calls. 

Mileage 

Directly  Provided  Service  : 

Ambulances  

Cars 

9 

1 

20904 

ir.(i 

20489 

15() 

2359 

8 

122754 

4390 

Supplementary  Services  ; * 

Ambulances  

Cars 

172 

172 

8015 

10 

21232 

20817 

1 2307 

135105 

NOTE  : * The  Supplementary  Services  cover  vehicles  supplied  through  the  Motor 


Vehicles  Service  Station. 


SECTION  28.  PREVENTION  OF  ILLNESS.  CARE  AND  AFTER  CARE. 

(1)  Loan  of  Equipment. 

Articles  of  equipment  are  loaned  from  the  depot  adjoiniim  the  District 
Ain-ses  Home  in  St.  Peter  St. 

On  the  whole  the  users  treated  the  loaned  articles  with  care  and  cases  of 
improper  usage  were  rare  in  the  extreme. 

(2)  Convalescent  Treatment. 

niiring  tl,e  year  forty  pei-sons  roecivoci  a total  of  eigiity.five  tveelw 
convalescent  treatment  at  a gross  cost  of  1:250  11s,  (kl,  of  whici,  sum 

oS.t.v^gl.t'  not  accepted  was 

Admissions  were  made  to  the  following  homes  : 

Rlac-kb.irn  & Di.strict.  Convalescent  Home,  St.  Anncs-on-Soa  .I-, 

Crmerod  Homo  for  Children,  St.  Anne.s-on-Sea  ..  ’> 

Taxal  Edge  Home  for  Children  “ 

We.st  Hill  Convale.scent  Home,  Southport  ...  ... 
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In  last  .year's  report  I mentioned  tl,c  steps  taken  to  prevent  misnse  of 
rporation-siibsidisefl  recuperative  rest.  The  measures  then 
ave  mdnoed  the  m.mber  of  cases  approved  (40  pemons  W " I vTmo' 
and  save.1  the  Corporation  appro.ximately  f4«l>.  ' 

H'-ViniglTv  elf applications  (approximately  400  in 

f the  --  -commended 

iSerMce  League  for  sympathetic  consideration. 

3)  Provision  of  Meals  in  the  Home. 

Itl.-.lfifl™''  ‘■'fthtv-two  persons  were  receiving  this  .service.  Diirinv 

eve,;  ftfr™;.”";  °n  anti  one  btmdrod  and  twentf 

Inring  the  L"  meals  wore  delive,ed 

r,  an  average  of  thirty-three  meals  per  flay. 
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(4)  Tuberculosis. 

During  the  year  tlie  Chest  Physician  Tubercnlin-tested  ninety-three 
contacts,  of  whom  forty-five  were  positive  and  forty-eight  negative.  Thirty- 
four  of  the  latter  were  vaccinated.  Two  others,  not  contacts,  were  likewise 
tested.  Both  were  positive  and  no  further  action  was  needed. 

The  diversional  therapy  scheme  for  certain  of  the  non-institutional  * 
cases  which  was  started  in  1950  was  continued  dining  the  year.  The  instructor  ; 
gave  a total  of  228  hours  instruction  and  dealt  with  six  persons  in  so  doing.  j 

The  scheme  has  been  a disappointing  venture  due  to  the  facts  that 
Park  Lee  is  not  centrally  situated  plus  the  apathy  of  those  whom  it  was  designed  | 
to  benefit. 

I append  copy  of  a report  by  the  Medical  Director  of  No.  1 Mass  Radio- 
graphy Unit  of  a limited  survey  carried  out  during  the  year. 


No.  1 Mass  Radiography  Unit. 

Report  on  No.  37  Survey  of  Persons  in  Contact  with  Schoolchildren  in  Blackburn  ij 

and  Surrounding  County  Districts. 

22nd  May,  1951,  to  25th  May,  1951. 


This  survey  was  carried  out  at  the  request  of  Dr.  V.  T.  Thierens,  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  Blackburn  County  Borough,  who  kindly  co- 
operated  witli  Dr.  R.  C.  Webster,  the  Divisional  Medical  Officer  for  the  Lan-j 
cashire  County  Council  Administrative  Area  surrounding  Blackburn  to  include,* 
staff  from  this  area.  These  examinations  were  carried  out  in  accordance  withii 
the  recommendations  set  out  in  Ministry  of  Health  Circular  04/50  dated  M 


July,  1950. 

The  examinations  were  carried  out  at  St.  Philip’s  School,  in  Blackburn, i 
which  was  hired  by  the  Blackburn  authorities  and  amongst  those  examined  c 
were  Health  Visitor,  Midwives,  Nursery  Staffs,  School  Meals  Service  personnel,! 
etc  It  was  also  found  convenient  to  include  the  school-leavers  from  Blackbu^ 
so  that  in  all  010  persons  were  examined.  The  staff  of  the  County  Borou^ 
were  requested  to  sign  a certificate  indicating  their  willingness  for  the  fimlmp^ 
to  be  notified  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Only  miniature  films  were  taken  in  Blackburn  and  iiersons  required  to- 
attend  a second  time  for  the  taking  of  a large  film  attended  at  the  Unit’s  neW  , 
site  of  operation  in  nearby  Ha-slingden.  The  reports  on  the  findings 
notified  to  the  respective  Medical  Officers  who  referred  the  patients  to 
Chest  Clinic  where  necessary.  The  results  for  the  school-leavers  were  treatec 
as  confidential  a.s  in  a normal  survey  and  were  only  notified  to  their  parents. 


Of) 

The  following  arc  the  statistics  for  the  survey  : — 


Number  of  Persons  Examined  and  Details  of  Recalls  : — 


Males 

Females 

1 

Total 

Number  Examined  : 

Blackburn  County  Borougli  Staff 

OG 

1.72 

218 

L.C.C.  Health  Division  No.  .5  Staff 

0 

110 

112 

County  Borougf}i  School -Tjoa.vprs 

104 

170 

280 

Tot.\ls  

172 

438 

GIO 

Recalled  for  Large  Films  : 

Blackburn  County  Borough  Staff 

2 

10 

12 

Lancashire  C.C.  Health  Division  No.  f)  Staff 

7 

Blackburn  County  Borough  School-Leavers 

— 

G 

6 

Tot.\ls  

2 

23 

2o 

■ Findings  for  Blackburn  County  Borough  Cases  : 


Diagnosis 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Active  pulmonary  tuberculosis 

fnactiye,  primary  pulmonary  tuberculosis 
■Inactiye  post-primary  pulmonary  tuberculosis 

Bony  abnormalities 

^nronic  Bronchitis  

- 

2 

1 

1 

If 

8 

If 

1 

1 1 

1 

1 

10 

2 

3 

Totals  

3 

14 

17 

— 

f School-Leayers. 

I'lNDINGS  FOR  L.C.C.  HeaLTH  DIVISION  No.  5 

Diagnosis 

Males 

Females 

Total 

oactive  })rimary  pulmonary  tuberculosis 

1 

1 

•> 

nactive  post-primary  pulmonary  tuberculosis 



2 

leural  thickening 

•> 

•) 

arflio-\  ascular  lesion — congenital 



1 

1 

I 

etrosternal  Thyroid 

— 

1 

Totals  

— 

7 

7 

Return  fob  Year  Ending  31st  December,  1951. 
Clinic  Work  Performed  at  the  Dispensary. 
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Comments  ; 

i lie  <u  rangonu'uts  for  il)e  sjirvc\v  worked  very  well  owing  to  the  excellent 
to-o]Kiation  of  the  two  authorities  and  the  inclusion  of  the  schooldeavers  in 
till  snney  was  very  convenient,  heljiing  to  justify  the  special  visit  to  the 
town  and  giving  the  chijdren  a clean  bill  of  health  before  starting  work. 

I he  finding  of  an  early  case  of  active  tuberculosis  (a  Nursery  Assistant 
aged  2(1)  indicated  the  value  of  such  snrvevs.  This  girl  had  only  just  com- 
menced this  type  of  work. 

K.  Stalker,  Medical  Director. 

J.  H.  Evan.s,  Organising  Secretary. 

(o)  Co-ordination  of  Care  and  After  Care  Arrangements. 

Ihe  After  Care  Liaison  Committee  met  on  seven  occasions  during  IDdl, 
twice  111  the  District  Nurses’  Home  and  Queen’s  Park  Hosjiital,  once^i  thj 

lowTi  Hall,  Ho\-al  Infirmary  and  Springfield  Maternity  Home  respectively. 

* ^ 

The  speakers  at  four  of  the  meetings  were  the  Director  of  Welfare  Services, 
.Miss  J.  M,  Bates  (Organising  Secretary  to  the  Blackburn  Diocesan  Council 
'for  Moral  Welfare),  Mrs.  S.  Buckley  (Organising  Secretary  of  the  Women’s 
A oluntary  Services),  and  Mr.  T.  Hodson  (Chief  Clerk  in  the  Healtli  Department). 

The  3^ear’s  w^orkmg  of  the  Committee  has  proved  its  usefulness. 


(b)  Health  Education. 

As  part  of  their  routine  duties  the  Health  Visitors  carry  out  imobtrusiic 
\-et  valuable,  health  propaganda  in  the  course  of  their  domiciliary  visits  and 
ittendances  at  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centres. 


7)  Welfare  of  the  Aged  Sick. 


ihe  demands  upon  hospital  beds  by  the  aged  sick  continue  to  be  hea\\- 
nd  the  position  show's  little  imj^rovement. 

. I'oi'  admission  is  made 

B classified  into  four  categories,  -‘A,” 
nn^  cla.ssification  is  subseip’ientlv 

■"  (•‘reil,  in  conjunction  with  the  medical  condition  of  the  jiatient,  by  ii 

lef  ica  officer  on  the  hosjiital  staff  who  makes  the  final  decision  as  to  the 
ruer  of  admission. 


During  the  year,  two  hundred  and  twelve  applications  were  investigated. 
The  task  is  a difficult  and  thankless  one,  due  to  the  lengthy  waiting-list,  plus 
the  genuine  need  of  practically  every  case  on  the  register  and  the  pressure 
which  is  brought  to  bear  upon  the  investigator  by  relations  of  the  jjatient 
and  other  interested  jDarties. 

Many  of  the  cases  are  sad  in  the  extreme,  a fact  which  makes  it  hard  to 
arrive  at  an  impartial  assessment  on  social  grounds.  In  fact,  were  the  assessors 
swayed  by  their  sympathies,  practically  every  case  would  be  designated  a 
Group  ‘A’  priority. 

Following  transfer  of  the  mental  cases  from  Clitheroe  Hosjhtal,  the  Hospital 
Authority  propose  to  convert  the  freed  accommodation  into  chronic  sick  wards 
and  thus  provide  an  additional  4U — 50  beds.  How  far  this  will  relieve  the 
present  situation  waits  to  be  seen.  Whilst  the  additional  beds  (when  available) 
will  absorb  a considerable  proportion  of  the  waiting-list,  I do  not  think  it  will 
be  long  before  the  list  is  restored  to  its  present  dimensions,  as  certain  practi- 
tioners now  hesitate  to  recommend  some  of  their  “ chronics  ” for  hospital 
admission  on  account  of  bed  shortage.  For  this  reason  the  present  waiting 
list  may  well  be  no  true  picture  of  the  actual  position. 

(8)  Mental  Health. 

The  constitution  of  the  Mental  Health  Sub-Committee  remains  the  same, 
namely,  five  members  of  the  Health  Committee,  one  being  a medical  practitioner 
co-opted  on  to  the  latter. 

The  Sub-Committee  has  no  fixed  times  for  meeting.  It  met  on  tliree^ 
occasions  in  1951. 

In  September  the  staff,  which  consisted  of  four  Duly  Authorized  Officei'S, 
one  of  whom  acts  as  the  Mental  Welfare  Officer,  and  another  is  part-time^ 
employed  on  general  clerical  duties  was  increased  by  the  appointment  of  a 
Home  Teacher.  No  Medical  Officers  are  employed  by  the  Council  specifically 
for  the  purpose  of  mental  health  work,  the  day  to  day  administration  and 
running  of  the  Service  being  undertaken  by  the  Deputy  INIedical  Officer  of 
Health. 

The  close  liaison  between  the  Mental  Health  Service  and  the  Hos})itak 
has  been  maintained,  and  again  1 have  to  express  my  apjn'cciation  of  the 
willing  help  given  by  the  medical  staffs  of  the  mental  hospitals  and  mental 
deficiency  institutions.  The  attendance  of  the  Mental  Welfare  Worker  at  the 
out-patient  psychiatric  clinic  at  the  Royal  Infirmary  has  undoubtedly  assisted 
in  maintaining  an  easy  relationshij). 


(>9 


J he  sliortage  of  in-patient  facilit  ies  remains  a great  liajidicap.  Tlie  setting 
np  of  bed  bureaux  has  done  little  to  ease  the  situation  except  to  shorten  the 
time  taken  to  find  that  “ no  bed  is  available.”  At  the  end  of  the  year  eleven 
mental  defectives  were  awaiting  institutional  care,  some  having  been  on  the 
list  since  1948. 

Ihe  problem  of  the  borderline  senile  dement  has  become  more  difficult, 
and  it  is  almost  impossible  to  secure  the  admission  of  any  case  unless  certifiable 
under  the  Lunacy  Acts. 

The  Occupation  Centre  remains  at  Alma  Street,  where,  in  spite  of  the 
unsuitability  of  the  premises,  a staff  of  a Supervisor,  Assistant  Supervisor  and 
trainee  succeed  in  giving  elementary  training  to  their  handicapped  jmpils. 

The  appointmejit  of  a home  teacher  in  Sejrtember  has  proved  a success, 
her  eiforts  on  behalf  of  those  unable  to  attend  the  Occujration  Centre  being 
much  appreciated. 

After  visiting  and  categorising  the  cases  which  might  prove  suitable  for 
occupational  therapy  she  held  191  sessions  to  the  end  of  the  year,  seventeen 
cases  receiving  training.  Three  of  the  cases  proved  unsuitable. 

No  special  arrangements  for  training  mental  health  workers  have  been 
made,  although  one  trainee  is  receiving  practical  experience  in  the  Occupation 
L’eirtre. 

In  March  the  Supervisor  of  the  Occupation  Centre  attended  a refresher 
-•ourse  for  Occupation  Centre  staffs  held  at  Manchester  under  the  auspices 
d the  National  Association  for  Mental  Health. 
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TABLE  25.  REMOVALS  BY  AUTHORISED  OEEICERS. 


Section  20 

3 -day 
order 

Sectic 

14-c 

ore 

in  21  , 

lay 

er 

Section  16 

Certified 

cases 

Voluntary 

patients 

Temp 

pati 

orary 

ents 

Total 

M. 

¥. 

M. 

p. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F 

Queen's  Park 
Blackburn  ... 

57 

54 

28 

!) 

18 

12 

5 

0 

1 

- 

lO'J 

81 

AV'esham  Park 

8 

- 

1 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

11 

Whittingham  ... 

1 

- 

2 

2 

20 

34 

25 

1 

•> 

40 

()0 

Lancaster 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

Sharoe  Green 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

10 

Burnley  General 

1 2 

- 

2 

Total 

! (iO 

1 03 

30 

13 

38 

i 50 

31 

1 

; 28 

2 

1 

101 

102 

TABLE  26.  SUMMARY — Year  Ending  December  31st,  1951. 


] 

I 

In 

Hospital 

1/1/50 

Ad- 

missions 

Dis- 

charges 

others 

Totals 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

In  Mental  Hospitals  on  1/1/51  ... 

241 

122 

In  Queen's  Park  Hosf)ital  on  1/1/51 

11 

8 

Admitted  to  Mental  '1  Section  1 

28 

31 

Hospitals  1/1/51  to  1 ,,  5 ... 

2 

2 

31/12/51  J „ 10  ••• 

50 

38 

1 Achnitted  before  1/1/51 

10 

15 

Uiscliarges  } ^.p.^it^ed  after  1/1/51 

23 

25 

I Achnitted  before  1/1/51 

20 

11 

Died 

f Achnitted  after  1/1/51 

7 

Under  Observation  at  Q.P.H.,  Whitting- 

ham  and  Burnley  General,  31/12/51... 

4 

N 

In  Hospital  1/1/51 

: 252 

130 

252 

i:!0 

Admissions 

8() 

71 

4 

88 

75  r 

Totals 

— 1 

. 

Discharges 

] 

i 

08 

In  Hoapilal,  31/12/51 
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TABLE  27. 


Statistics.  Lunacy  and  Mental  Treatment  Acts,  1890-1930. 

„ . Female 

Male. 

ratal 

r^ntients  known  to  bo  in-pntionts  of  Mental  Hospitals 

on  January  1st. 

241 

122 

303 

In-pationts  Queons  Park  Hospital  on  January  1st 

1 1 

8 

19 

Ohsorvation  oases  adinittofl  under  Seetion  20  and  21  ... 

90 

70 

lOli 

Oh.servation  ea.ses — 

Diseharged  not  eertifiable  

12 

.'10 

48 

IS 

Deceased  whilst  under  observation • 

9 

12 

Under  Observation  at  Whittingham,  Burnley  Oenoral  & 

Queen's  Park  Hospital  on  .Hst  December,  I!).")!.,. 

♦> 

4 

0 

Ca.ses  admitted  to  Mental  Hospitals— 

{a)  Section  l(i  ... 

5() 

38 

31 

94 

59 

(h)  Voluntar3'  ... 

28 

(c)  Temporary 

2 

■1 

4 

Voluntary  cases  admitted  to  Mental  Hospitals  by 

private  arrangement  ... 

18 

12 

30 

Discharged  from  Mental  Hospitals  

39 

40 

79 

Deceased  in  Mental  Hospitals  

29 

18 

47 

Cases  in\estigated  as  Mental  Illness  hut  removed  as 

sick  persons 

20 

12 

32 

Visits  up  to  December  .31st,  19.51 

Social  History  of  Patient  in  Mental  Hospital 

1 



1 

Visits  to  Patients  in  connection  with  “ After  Care  "... 

1 

124 

47 

171 

A isits  to  Reported  Cases  before  removal  to  Mental 

Hospital 

219 

143 

302 

Visits  to  Cases  other  than  of  Mental  Illness  

101 

28 

129 

72 


TABLE  28. 


II.  Particulars  of  Cases  Reported  during  the  year,  1951. 


(1)  Ascertainment.  Malex 

(a)  Cases  reported  by  Local  Education  Authorities 
(Section  57,  Education  Act,  194-1)  : — 

(i)  Under  Section  57  (.'1)  ...  ...  ...  2 

(ii)  Ihider  Section  57  (5)  : — 

On  leaving  .special  schools  ...  ...  — 

On  leaving  ordinary  schools  ...  ...  (i 

(h)  Other  ascertained  defectives  reported  during 

1951  and  found  to  he  “ subject  to  be  dealt  with”  2 


Females 


3 


Total  ascertained  defectives  found  to  be 
“ subject  to  be  dealt  with  ” during  the  year  ...  10  4 

(c)  Other  reported  cases  ascertained  during  1951 

who  are  not  at  present  ‘‘  subject  to  be  dealt  with  ” .'ll  2.3 


Total  number  of  ca.ses  reported  during  the  year  41  27 

(2)  Disposal  of  cases  reported  during  the  year. 

(a)  Ascerlained  defectives  Joimd  to  he  “subject 
to  be  dealt  with  ” 

(i)  Admitted  to  Institutions  ... 

(ii)  Placed  under  Guardianship 

(iii)  Taken  to  ‘‘  places  of  safety  ” 

(iv)  Placed  under  Statutory  Supervision 

(v)  Died  or  removed  from  area 
(vi)  Act  ion  not  yet  taken 


Total  ascertained  defectiv'es  found  to  be 

“ subject  to  be  dealt  with  ” ...  ...  ...  10  4 

(5)  Cases  not  at  present  subject  to  be  dealt  with 

(i)  Placed  under  Voluntary  Supervision  ...  — — 

(ii)  Later  found  not  to  be  defective  ...  ...  — — 

(iii)  Died  or  removed  from  area  ...  ...  — — 

(iv)  Action  unnece.ssary  ...  ...  ...  10  9 

(v)  Action  not  yet  taken  ...  ...  ...  21  14 


Total  cases  not  at  present  “ subject  to  bo 
dealt  with  ” 

Removal  of  Cases,  rejiorted  before  1951,  but 
removed  dui'ing  1951  : 

(1)  Admitted  to  InstitutioTi 

(2)  Taken  to  place  of  Safety  ... 


ill 


.3 


2.3 


1 

1 


Total 


14 


54 


54 


o 


4 

.3 
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TABLE  29. 


MENTAL  DEFICIENCY  ACTS,  1913  to  1938. 


I.  Particulars  of  Mental  Defectives  as  on  1st  January,  1952. 

Mah!^  Femnles  Total 

(1)  Number  of  Ascertained  Mental  Defectives  Found 
to  be  “ Subject  to  be  dealt  with  ” 

{a)  In  Institutions  (including  cases  on  licence 


therefrom)  ...  Under  16  years  of  age 

12 

10 

22 

Aged  16  years  and  over 

69 

52 

121 

{b) 

Under  Guardianship  (including  cases  on 
licence  therefrom)  Under  16  years  of  age 

1 

1 

Aged  16  years  and  over 

1 

2 

3 

(c) 

In  “ places  of  safety  ” ... 

— 

— 

— 

(rf) 

Voluntary  Supervision  ... 

8 

14 

oo 

Under  Statutory  Supervision  (excluding 
cases  on  licence)  Under  16  years  of  age 

29 

18 

47 

Aged  1 6 years  and  over 

29 

17 

46 

(e) 

Action  not  yet  taken  ^under  any  one  of  the 
above  headings 

— 



ToT.ii  ascertained  cases  found  to  be  “ subject 
to  be  dealt  with  ”... 

148 

114 

262 

M.  F.  T. 

No.  of  cafses  included  in  (h)  to 
(e)  above  mraiting  removal 
to  an  Institution 


(2)  Number  of  Mental  Defectives  not  at  present 
“ Subject  to  be  dealt  with,”  but  over  whom  some 
form  of  voluntary  supervision  is  maintained  : — 


Under  l(i  years  of  age 

19 

11 

30 

Aged  1 6 years  and  over 

2 

3 

5 

Tot.^l  number  of  mental  defectiv'es  (1)  plus  (2) 

169 

128 

297 

(3)  Number  of  Mental  Defectives  Receiving  Training  : 

(a)  In  day-training  centres  Under  16  years  of  ago 

7 

9 

16 

Aged  16  years  and  over 

— 

{b)  At  home  ... 

12 

2 

14 

Total 

19 

11 

30 
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III.  Number  of  Mental  Defectives  in  Institutions  under  Community  Care 
including  Voluntary  Supervision  or  in  “ Places  of  Safety  ” on  1st  January, 
1951,  who  have  ceased  to  be  under  any  of  these  forms  of  care  during  1951. 

Mdlcf!  FemnIcK  Total 
(a)  C(iase(l  to  bo  under  caro  ...  ...  ...  1 — 1 

(h)  Diod,  removed  from  area,  or  lo.st  sight  of  ...  1 1 2 

Total  ...  2 1 3 


IV.  Of  the  Total  Number  of  Mental  Defectives  known  to  the  Local  Health 
Authority 


Male  ft  FemaJpft  Total 

(a)  Number  who  liave  given  birth  to  eliildren 

tluring  19.51  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — — — 

(h)  Number  who  have  married  during  1951  ...  — — — 


TABLE  30. 


Visits  paid  by  Mental  Welfare  Workers  to  Mental  Defectives. 


Cases  under  supervision  Voluntary  and  Statutory 
Cases  under  Guardianship 
Cases  on  licence 

Home  reports  etc.  for  cases  under  Institutional  care 
and  on  Short  Licence 

Reports  on  belialf  of  otlier  Local  Authorities 


Mnlex 

Females 

Total 

l.-)4 

1 15 

209 

30 

19 

49 

25 

27 

52 

(13 

87 

1.50 

1 

3 

4 

273 

251 

.524 

Total  Vtstt.s  ... 


SECTION  29.  DOMESTIC  HELPS. 


tlic'  N'oiir  J.7M  “ u I j)  I 

iHuidrodaiKl  fifteen  intieiitsu-o  h "'(.rk  were  givej).  I,i  all,  (w„ 

ca«es  jjor  week.  ''it '>  an  average  luuuberuf.sevejdy- 


wvre  einployell.^  tliirty-oiie  full-time  and  .sixteeJi  i)arl-time  Helps 


lelp  on  discharge.  ’ ‘ -'‘"loner,  will  roqiiiie  donieslie 
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To  THE  Chairman  anh  Members  of  the  Ehucation  Committee. 


]Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 


I have  the  liononr  to  jiresent  my  twenty-fifth  Annual  lleport,  the  4Uth 
of  the  series,  on  the  work  of  the  School  Health  Service  dui’ing  1951. 


The  year  saw  few  changes  in  the  service  ; inability  to  recruit  full  time 
medical  staff  remains,  and  were  it  not  for  the  help  of  part-time  medicals  the 
Service  could  not  carry  on.  Due,  however,  to  the  high  calibre  of  the  part-  • 
time  doctors  concerned,  the  children  receive  adecpiate  medical  attention  but  i 
the  lack  of  full-time  staff  causes  administrative  difficulty.  I 

The  Orthoptic  Clinic,  opened  early  in  1959,  closed  again  in  August  1951  : 
■when  the  Orthoptist  resigned,  but  it  is  hoped  that  the  Clinic  will  rc-ojjen  again  i 
early  in  1952. 

During  the  ^-ear,  a bursary  was  granted  for  the  training  of  a lady  member 
of  the  staff  as  a Speech  Therapist.  As  the  course  takes  some  three  \-ears, 
it  was  decided  to  ajjpoint  an  Elocutionist  to  give,  for  the  time  being,  speech 
training  to  certain  cases. 


In  September,  Nurse  J.  Hacking,  who  had  worked  in  the  Department  forj 
21  years,  retired  on  siqierannuation.  Miss  Hacking  had  always  been  loyal  and 
painstaking  to  a degree.  Popular  alike  with  parents,  teachei-s  and  herj 
colleagues  my  best  thanks  go  to  her  for  her  co-operation  and  with  them* 
good  wishes  for  a long  and  happy  retirement. 

'riie  loyal  and  conscieiitious  work  of  the  Medical,  Dental,  Nursing,  Medical 
Auxiliary  and  Clerical  Staff  is  once  more  worthy  both  of  mention  and  of  the 
highest  iiraise. 


ifor  t!iVsvmmth(.tr'  ''''*'^  !r  E<luc»tion  Committee 

'invatthr^tn  ‘-om.age,„e„t  mi.icl,  they  have 


I am, 

Afr.  C'liairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 


^ onr  obedient  Servant, 


V.  T.  THTERENS, 

School  Medical  Officer. 
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School  Clinics. 


Name 

Inspection 

Clinic 


Ophthalmic 

Clinic 


PuEPOSE  Wheee  Held 

Special  Examination  of  Cases  Victoria  Street 
Referred  by  Teachers,  School 
Attendance  Officers  and  School 
Nurses. 

Prescription  of  Spectacles  >> 


Dental  Clinic  Dental  Treatment 


Minor  Ailments 
Clinic 

Cleansing 

Station 


Treatment  of  Minor  Diseases 
of  Skin,  etc. 

Treatment  of  Scabies  and 
Cleansing  of  Verminous  Cases 


Physiotherapy  Treatment  of  Deformities. 

Artificial  Light  Treatment 


f9 


Blakey  Moor 


Victoria  Street 


Diphtheria  Im-  Prevention  of  Diphtheria 
munisation  Clinic 

Consultant  Treatment  of  Deafness,  etc. 

Aural  Clinic 


Orthoptic  Clinic 

Heart,Rheuma- 
matism  and  An- 
aemia Clinic 


Correction  of  Strabismus 

Diagnosis  and  supervision  of 
Cases  suffering  from  Rheuma- 
tism and  Heart  defects,  and 
investigation  of  Anaemia 


Times 

Wednesdays,  2 p.m.; 
Saturdays,  9-30  a.m. 


Mondays,  2-15  p.m. 
Thursday,  2-15  p.m. 
Fridays,  2-15  p.m. 

Every  week-day  by 

appointment. 

Every  week-day  at 
8-45  a.m. 

By  appointment 

Every  week-day  (by 
appointment) 

Mondays,  3-45  p.m. 

As  required. 

By  appointment. 
By  appointment. 
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COST  OF  SCHOOL  HEALTH  SERVICE 


for  the  year  1950-51. 


I am  indebted  to  the  Borough  Treasurer,  Mr.  N.  W.  E.  Hamm,  for  the 
following  particulars  ; — 


Expenditttre. 

Salarie."! 

Fees  

Travelling  Expenses  

Printing,  Stationery,  etc 

Drugs,  iMedieal  Requisites  and  Apparatus 

Spectacles  

Rents 

National  Insurances — Employers’  Contributions 

1*  uel,  Light  and  Cleaning 

Lpkeep  of  Buildings  

Malt  and  Oil,  Tonics,  etc 

iMi.scellaneous  


£ s. 
. 10.331  II 
. 1481  16 

84  6 

248  12 
97.6  16 
12  6 
12  0 
194  6 

151  16 
1410  15 
84  12 
3 1 


(1. 

5 
0 
3 
7 
0 
1 
0 

6 
7 

10 

0 
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Total  Expenditure £14991  1 Q 


Income. 

Recovered  from — 

Blackburn  Executive  Council,  N.H.S 43g  j - a 

Ser\  ices  of  Health  Department i i - i •> 

Miscellaneous  ^ ^ 

16  10  0 


Total  Income  £570  17  q 

Expenditttre  Le.ss  Income • £14418  4 0 


Die  Irrs-Tf’f  borough  on  31st  March,  1951,  was  £759,802. 

; arenfel 3Ut  M„ch.  1931,  waa £U,41S  oo.pa^d  with  £U,S47 in  tt:  jevil 

-'P-THture.  leaving  the 

‘ ^ £'),7()7  to  be  borne  by  the  rates, 

olfe  at  P"  '’'•“‘I  school 

/as  4-—1  ' ^ ^ expressed  as  a penny  rate 

-^as  4-0 /d.  gross  and  l-83d.  nett.  ^ ^ ™ 


SCHOOL  POPULATION 


There  care  41  Primary  and  14  Secondary  Schools  maintained  by  the 
Education  Committee  in  addition  to  3 Direct  Grant  or  Independent  Schools 
in  the  town.  There  are  also  2 Special  Schools. 


Particulars  of  children  on  the  rolls  at  maintained  schools  are  as  follows  : — 

« 

No.  on 


Rolls 

Primary  Schools 10207 

Secondary  Schools  4739 

Special  Schools 106 


Total 


15142 
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Section  2. 

MEDICAL  INSPECTION. 


Number  of  Routine  Inspections,  1943  to  1951 

Table  1 


Code  Group  | 1951  j 1950 

1949 

1948 

1947 

1946 

1945 

j 1944 

1943 

Entrants  

Intermediates 
Leavers 

1077 

1177 

995 

1 

1748 

1246 

1019 

1652 

1250 

841 

1458 

1097 

399 

1727 

1023 

702 

1599 

1065 

507 

894 

915 

1500 

912 

1104 

940 

Total... 

3249 

4013 

3743 

2954 

3452 

3171  1 1809 

2412 

2044 

Attendances  of  Parents  at  Routine  Medical  Inspections 

Table  2 


i 

j No. 
Ex’d. 

Parents 

Present 

Percent 

Parents 

Attend- 

ances. 

Boys 

• 

Girls 

Entrants  ... 

1077 

1177 

995 

890 

365 

26 

82% 

31% 

8% 

567 

603 

447 

510 

574 

548 

Intermediates  

Leavers 

Total  .. 

3249  j 

1281  j 

89% 

1617 

1632 
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Table  3 

Uncleanliness 


Groups 

Gondii 

ion  of  head 

Condition  of  Body 

1950 

%age  clean 

Clean 

Dirty 

Nits 

Pedi- 

culi 

%age 

clean 

Clean 

Dirty 

Flea-  !%age 
bitten  clean 

Head 

Body 

Entrants  ; — 

Bovs  

567 

— 

— 

— 

100 

567 

— 

— 100 

08.3 

99.3 

Girls  

508 

— 

2 

— 

00.0 

500 

— 

1 00.0 

08.0 

09.0 

Intermediates  : — 

Boys  

507 

— 

6 

— 

00.0 

508 

5 

— 00.1 

08.4 

100 

Girls  

537 

37 

— 

03.6 

574 

— 

— 100 

00.7 

100 

Leavers  : — 

Boys  

447 

— 

— 

— 

100 

447 

— - 

— 100 

09.8 

00. S 

Girls  

5-’7 

1 

20 

— 

00.1 

547 

1 

— 00.0 

1 

00.8 

00.6 

Totals  : — 

Boys  

1611 

— 

6 

— 

00.6 

1612 

5 

— 00.7 

08.8 

00.7' 

Girls  

1572 

1 

50 

— 

06.2 

16.30 

1 

1 00.8 

03.7 

00.8 

Combined  Total  

3183 

1 

65 

— 

07.0 

3242 

(i 

1 ;oo.7 

00.1 

O'l.T 

Table  4 


Percentage  of  Clean 

Heads 

1 

— 

Percentage  of  Clea 
Bodies 

Boys 

Girls 

Boys 

Girls 

1942  

99.0 

81.7 

99.5 

98.9 

1943  

99.6 

CO 

99.8 

99.0 

1944  

99.2 

83.1 

90.0 

99.2 

1945  

99.2 

86.1 

99.1 

99.4 

1946  

98.5 

86.3 

98.0 

99.3 

1947  

97.8 

85.8 

98.9 

99.2 

1948  

98.2 

85.8 

99.7 

99.6 

1949  

98.7 

02.4 

00.9 

00.9 

1950  

98.8 

93.7 

00.7 

00.8 

1951  

99.(i 

00.2 

90.7 

09.8 

11 


i 

I 


Table 
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NUTRITION 


: Go 

1 

1 

1 ^ 

od 

i 

Fair 

B 

Poor 

c 

Total 

I 

! B 

g; 

B 

G 

1 

B 

1 

! G 

B 

G 

1 No. 

O/ 

/o 

No. 

0/ 

/o 

No. 

/o 

No. 

1 

I 

No. 

0/ 

/O 

No. 

1 o/ 

/o 

No. 

No. 

lintrants 

502 

88.5 

401 

90.4 

(io 

11.5 

48 

9.4 

i 

- 

1 

I 

1 

i 

1 0.2 

567 

510 

ntermediates 



508 

!)4.2 

534 

93.0 

35 

5.8 

39 

0.8 

- 

1 

0.2 

003 

574 

•eaveis  

i 

44;i 

OO.I 

509 

92.91 

4 

0.9 

38 

(i.9 

i 

- 

1 

. 

1 

0.2 

447 

548 

Total  ... 

1513 

93.0 

1504 

92.1 

104 

0.4 

125 

7.7 

- 

_ 

3 

0.2 

1017 

1032 
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Table  6. 


CONDITION 


Clothing  

Footgear  

General  Condition  . 
Cleanliness  : 

Head  : Dirty 

Nits  

Pediculi  

Body  : Dirty 

Flea-Bitten  

Ringworm  

Scabies  

Impetigo  

Other  Skin  

Nose  and  Theoat 


Adenoids  

Enlarged  T.  and  A. 


Eye  Disease  : 


Blepharitis  

Conjunctivitis 

Comeal  Opacities 
Other  Ext.  Eyes 
Defective  Vision 
Ear  and  Hearing  : 

Otitis  Media  

Hearing  

Other  

Speech  : 

Stammer  

Lisp  

Other  

Psychological  : 
Development  .... 

Stability  

Tuberculosis  ; 

Pulmonary  

Non-Pulmonary 


Entrants 

Intermediates 

Leav] 

ERS  1 

1 M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F j 

1 Defects 

Defects 

Defects 

Defects 

Defects 

1 

Defects  1 I 

Ino. 

% 

llo. 

% 

No. 

% 

No. 

% 

No. 

0/ 

/O 

No. 

% N 

.1  05 

11.4 

49 

9.0 

35 

5.7 

40 

0.9 

4 

0.89 

39 

7.0  1 

_ 









— 

— 

1 

0.18  - 

— 

O 

0.4 

0 

0.99 

37 

0.4 

— 

— 

20 

3.0  j 

1 



5 

0.83 

— 

— 

— 

1 

0.181 

1 _ 

— 

1 

0.2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 1 " 

1 _ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 1 ■ 

J 





— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

0.35 

6 

1.17 

2 

0.33 

1 

0.17 

— 

— 

3 

0..54 

.1  37 

().4 

38 

7.4 

30 

4.9 

42 

7.25 

0 

1.3 

14 

2.5j 

j 1 

0.18 

2 

0.4 

1 

0.40 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 1 

19 

3.3.5 

20 

4.0 

8 

1.3 

0 

1.04 

— 

— 

— 

— 1 

..  11 

1.70 

'■> 

0.4 

8 

1.3 

5 

0.87 

— 

— 

3 

0..')4 

) 15 

2.0 

9 

1.77 

30 

5.89 

21 

3.07 

4 

0.89 

11 

2.0 

..I  15 

2.0 

17 

3.33 

2 

0.33 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

o.isl 

1 

0.53 

1 

0.2 

2 

0.33 

2 

0.35 

— 

— 

— 

— 1 

1 _ 



1 

0.2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

0.22 

— 

— 1 

1 



— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 1 

0.18 

.) 

0.4 

1 

0.10 

.1  .7 

0.88 

, — 

i- 

80 

14.2 

75 

13.1 

43 

9.5 

78 

14.1 

. 

0..53 

( 

3 

0.4(j 

r 

0.87 

— 

0 

i.ool 

1 

0.3.7 

0.2 

:) 

0.4( 

1 ^ 

0.37 

— 

— 

4 

o.7:i| 

- 

— 

— 

1 - 

1 

O.K 

1 — 

1 

— 

' 

4 0.71 

1 

1 u.i 





1 — 

— 

— 

1 

— 

- 

n _ 

l'  0.: 



— 

i — 

5 0.51 

1 

1 0.( 

i 

0.1 

i — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— j 

__ 

- 



— 

— 

_ 

1 _ 

. 



— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 1 

1 0.1 

8 

1 0. 

O 

__ 

— 

— 

— 

' 

_ 

1 

1 0.1 

8 — 

— 

2 0.30 

All  Groups 


M 


o/ 

/o 


0.24 


17 


0.37 

0.31 


F 

Defects 


No. 


128 


1 

59 


0.24 


4.48 
0.12 
1 .03 
1.1;> 
3.41 


1 


1.03 

)jo.31 

0.00 


10 

1)4 


Oltifi 

0.06 


0.6 


2(1 

10 

41 


18 


3 


.5.74 

0.1? 

1.3 

0.6 

2.46 


1.1 

O.U. 

liOJ* 


0.12 

8.04 


2|0.1i 

153i9.? 


0.37 

0.31 

0.00 


4j0.24 
0.24 


17 


1.0: 

(i.t 


0.00 

0.06 


—I 
— I 


0* 

0.0 

0.1 
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iiuinimary  of  Defects  found  at  Routine  Medical  Inspection — Cont. 


CONDITION 

[|- 

Fntuants 

Intehm 

EDIATES 

Leavers 

All  Groups 

M 

F 

M 

F 

1 

M 

F 

Defect 

1 Defects 

De: 

ects 

Defects 

Defects 

1 Defects 

Do 

■ects 

Defects 

No. 

1 O' 

. 0 

No. 

O' 

0 

No. 

0 

/O 

No. 

j 0 ' 

No. 

1 0 ' 

O 

No. 

0 

0 

No. 

O' 

/o 

No. 

0/ 

/o 

[fKETS  : 

1 

1 

1 flight  

— 











. 

1 

_ 

_ 

(i’arked  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

j 





' 







- 

■ 

trHOPAEDICS  : 

i 

»!pitial  Curvature  ... 

— 

1 









_ 

iJosture 

u..5:i 

•) 

0.4 

11 

1.70 

7 

1.2 

.) 

0.44 

5 

0.91 

10 

0.97 

14 

0.84 

alat  Foot  

!» 

I ] ..)!» 

3 

0.() 

7 

1.10 

.*) 

0.87 





-1 

0.73 

10 

0.97 

12 

0.72 

Iither  

o.) 

:!.9 

13 

2.5 

8 

1.3 

7 

1.2 

— 

— 

1 

0.18 

30 

1.8 

21 

1.20 

pELOPSIENTAL  ; 

;'ernia  

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

0.10 

— 

— 

— 

- 

_ 



1 

0.00 



indesc.  Test 

:{ 

o.r,.3 

— 

— 

() 

0.09 

— 

— 

— 





9 

0..55 



__ 

. ther  

T) 

0.S8 

O 

0.4 

7 

1.10 

.5 

0.87 

1 

0.22 

1 

0.18 

13 

0.78 

8 

0.49 

VBT  : 

»rganic  

— 



— 

— 

— 

— 

— 







_ 

_ 

unctional  

10 

1.7(1 

•) 

0.4 

!) 

1.49 

4 

0.09 

3 

0.07 

5 

0.91 

■)•) 

1.32 

1 1 

0.()0 

jinaeinia  

- 

0.35 

.) 

0.4 

1 

0.10 

1 

0.17 

— 

— 

7 

1.27 

3 

0.18 

10 

0.0 

|rGS  : 

I 

(conchitis  j 

ol 

!>.U 

35 

7.0 

10  j 

1.0 

8 

1 .39 

•) 

0.44 

.3 

0..74 

03 

3.88 

40 

2.70 

ither  

•) 

0.35 

— 

— 

— ■ 

— 

•) 

0.35 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

0.12 

, O 

0.12 

■VOUS  : 

pilepsy  

•) 

0.35 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

•) 

0.12 

_ 

aorea  , 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 





___ 

ther  

1 

0.18 

.3 

0.(i 

3 

0.49 

•) 

0.35 

— 

— 

1 

0.18 

4 

0.24 

0 

0.30 

Tb  Defects  

7 

1.23 

0 

0.4 

3 

0.49 

3 

i 

0.52 

1 

0.22 

0.54 

11 

0.00 

8 : 

1 

0.49 

j .1  cliildren  examined 

510 

()03 

574 

447 

548 

1017 

1032 

10 

77 

117 

7 

995 

.3219 

I 

i 

I 
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Section  3. 


TREATMENT. 

Clinics.  All  the  School  Clinics  are  housed  in  the  Health  Department 
Victoria  Street. 

Inspection  Clinics.  The  Inspection  Clinic  at  which  the  Assistant  School 
Medical  Officer  examines  children  referred  for  special  examination  by  parents, 
teachers,  school  nurses,  school  welfare  officers,  or  from  school  medical 
inspection,  is  held  on  Wednesday  afternoons  and  Saturday  mornings. 

During  the  year  1,150  children  paid  1,411  visits  to  the  100  Inspection 
Clinics  which  were  held. 


Minor  Ailments  are  treated  every  morning  at  the  School  Clinic  by  an 
Assistant  School  Medical  Officer  assisted  by  two  school  nurses. 

The  appended  table  gives  a classification  of  defects  treated  during  the 
year,  together  with  comparison  with  1950. 


Table  7.— Minor  Ailments  Comparison 

1951.  1950.  with  1950. 


Complaint 

Cases 

Atten- 

dances 

Average 
number  of 
attendance* 
per  case 

Cases 

Atten- 

dances 

Average 
cumber  of 
attendances 
per  case 

Attendance 
inc.  or  dec. 

Cases 

inc. 

or  dec. 

Ringworm — Scalp 

15 

110 

7.7 

14 

05 

4.0 

-f 

51 

+ 

1 

Body 

20 

225 

11.2 

• ) 

.) 

1.0 

+ 

223 

+ 

18 

Scabies  

8 

10 

1.2 

10 

20 

1.0 

— 

10 

8 

Impetigo  

37 

249 

0.7 

10 

113 

7.1 

+ 

130 

+ 

21 

Other  Skin  Diseases  

58 

257 

4.4 

41 

172 

4.2 

4- 

85 

+ 

17 

Minor  Injuries  

309 

1400 

4.5 

245 

1097 

4.4 

+ 

309 

+ 

04 

Verminous  Head  

129 

519 

4.0 

154 

001 

3.9 

— 

82 

25 

Otorrhoea  

14 

200 

18.9 

12 

l.->4 

12.8 

+ 

112 

-f 

• ) 

Other  oar  defect  or  disease 

f)9 

704 

10.2 

02 

503 

8.1 

-f 

201 

7 

Blepharitis  

21 

TT) 

3.5 

11 

58 

5.2 

+ 

17 

-f- 

10 

Conjunctivitis  

23 

57 

2.4 

14 

53 

3.8 

+ 

4 

+ 

9 

Other  Ext’l  Eyo  disease . . . 

49 

104 

3.3 

34 

134 

4.0 

+ 

30 

+ 

15 

Miscellaneous 

844 

1880 

2 2 

789 

1914 

2.4 

— 

34 

+ 

55 

Totals  

1590 

5928 

3.7 

1410 

4892 

3.5 

-1-  1030 

+ 

180 

Tonsils  and  Adenoids,  yeveii  Imiidivd  and  two  childnai  rcooinniendod 
a-s  a lesult  of  medical  inspection,  were  operated  npoii  during  the  year.  Of 
thtst , font  hundred  ajul  fiftv-idjie  were  operated  upon  at  Queen’s  Park  Hospital, 

the  lemaining  two  hundred  and  forty-three  operations  being  carried  out  at  the 
Hoyal  Infirmary. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  still  two  Jnmdrcd  and  si.\ty-scvcn 
c iildren  on  the  waiting  list  for  ojjeration. 

The  department  is  notified  of  all  children  operated  upon  in  order  tJiat 
tliey  may  be  followed  iqi  on  discharge. 


Defects.  The  Authority  has  continued  to  use  the  Supplementary 
Ophthalmic  Services  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  for  the  supply  of 
spectacles  to  school  children. 


During  19ol,  one  thousand  four  hundred  and  si.x-one  attendances  were 
made  at  one  hundred  and  twenty-two  Ojihthalmic  Clinics  sessions  which 
vere  held.  Of  these  children,  three  hundred  and  eleven  were  new  cases  referred 

for  examination  for  the  first  time  ; spectacles  were  prescribed  in  all  for  54-> 
cliildren. 


Orthoptic  Clinic.  Three  lumdred  and  twenty-seven  sessions  were  held  at 
■ the  Department;  one  Ininched  and  seventy-six  patients  made  one  thousand  and 
forty-seven  attendances.  The  number  of  cases  discharged  “ cured  ” was  twenty 
I three.  This  number  is  low  due,  firstly,  to  poor  vision  in  the  deviating  evt’ 
t and  to  the  fact  that  no  orthoptic  treatment  was  availalde  from  1940  to 
I 1950  and,  secondly,  the  long  waiting  list  for  ojierative  correction. 


Tl.e  arrangement  witl.  tl,e  Comity  for  fl,c  attendance  of  cntra-liorougl, 
‘.scliool  elnldren  ivas  continued,  tlio  majority  of  tliese  cases  fieing  referred 
'from  the  school  clinic  at  Accrington. 


In  August,  the  Orthoptist  left  and  once  again  the  Clinic  closed  dovm 
lit  IS  hoped,  however,  that  the  Department  will  re-open  again  early  in  1959 
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Tlic  main  (jbjuuts  of  the  woi'k  are  as  follows  : 

(1)  By  occlusion  or  “ patching  ” of  the  good  eye,  to  make  the  bad  one 
work  and  thus  inpn’ove  its  vision.  The  aim  is  to  ])roduce  ecpial 
sight  in  both  eyes. 

(2)  'J''o  establish  and  strengthen  Bijiocidar  Vision  l)y  means  of  exercises, 
and  if  the  squint  is  not  cured  by  Orthoptic  treatment  alone,  surgery 
is  advised  to  remove  the  residual  angle  of  deviation. 

(3)  To  diagnose  paresed  or  jjaralysed  ocular  muscles,  and  to  estimate 
the  state  of  Binocular  Vision. 

(4)  To  relieve  e3^estrain  e.g.  headaches,  blurred  vision,  vomiting, 
dizziness  and  double-vision. 

(j)  The  Cosmetic  effect. 

Details  oe  Cases  seen  by  Okthoptist. 


Niiiaber  of  Sessions  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  327 

Number  of  cases  atlmittod  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  176 

Number  of  cases  discharged  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  23 

Number  of  cases  cured  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Number  of  cases  improved  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Number  of  cases  unsuitable  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Number  of  cases  ceased  on  ovn  accoitl  ...  ...  ...  3 

Number  of  cases  failed  to  attend  ...  ...  ...  •.•  la 

Number  of  cases  under  occlusion  attending  ...  ...  ...  103 

Number  of  occlusion  attendances  ...  ...  ...  ...  302 

Number  of  cases  untier  occlusion  transferred  for  treatment  0 

Number  of  cases  under  treatment  at  the  end  of  10.51  ...  (it 

Number  of  treatment  attendances  ...  ...  ...  ...  302 

Number  of  cases  waiting  surgery  for  a “ cure '■  ...  ...  16 

Number  of  cases  waitmg  surgery  for  a “ cosmetic  ” result  ...  12 

Number  of  cases  that  have  loft  the  district  ...  ...  ...  2 

Number  of  county  cases  attending  ...  ...  ...  ...  67 

Total  number  of  attendances  maile  to  the  Department  ...  1047 


Report  oe  Cases  Examine;i>  by  Mr.  Mitchell. 


Number  of  sessions 

•J 

Number  of  cases  examined 

108 

Nundjcr  of  cases  discharged  cured 

10 

Number  of  cases  discharged  unsuitable 

1 

Number  of  cases  to  continue  with  treatment 

6 

Number  of  cases  referred  for  ob.servation 

IS 

Number  of  cases  referred  for  surgery  ... 

43 

Number  of  cases  “ cosmetically  ” straight 

...  7 

Number  of  cases  referred  for  glasses  ... 

23 
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Child  Guidance.  During  tlie  year,  eight  Blaekburn  school  childreji  were 
treated  at  the  Lancashire  County  Council  Child  Cuidance  Clinic. 

Heart,  Rheumatism  and  Anaemia  Clinic.  The  Considtant  Cardiologist 
attejids  once  per  month  to  examine  children  referred  by  the  School  Medical 
i^pectois.  Dining  the  }.ear,  attendances  at  the  Clinic  jiroved  extremely 
satisfactory  there  being  a total  number  of  270  attendances. 

+ previous  reports  the  services  of  the  X-ray  Department 

at  the  Blackburn  Royal  Infirmary  are  available  for  X-ray  andElectrocardia- 
graplnc  examinations. 


The  subjoined  table  sets  out  particulars  of  cases  seen  during  the  year 


Table  8.  ATTENDANCES  AT  CARDiOLOClCAL  CLINIC. 


Diagnosis 

1st 

Exam 

1 

Re-  Exercises 

Exam  

1 

Diseh’g’c 
or  left 
School 

Still  on 

I Register 

Referred  for 

Pit 

! Unfit 

Hb 

EGG  iX-Ray 

1 BSR 

heumatism  

->4 

18  22 

•> 

•’0 

A 

Rheumatism  ... 

0 

2 (i 

() 

— 

aaemia 

42 

••10  :i8 

4 

31 

1 1 

1 

Anaemia  

1 

1 

1 

* 

.‘I 

motional  Murmur 

.•10 

0 

— 



12 

12 

1 

1 

— 

- 

— 

Total ' 

121 

50  11.3 

8 ' 

1 

102 

19  1 

4 

1 _ 

1 

3 

Hb:  Haemoglobin  Estimation.  E.C.G.  : Eleetioeardiogiapli. 
B.S.K.  : Blood  Sedimentation  Bate. 
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Orthopaedic  Treatment  and  Physiotherapy. 

Table  9 sets  out  details  of  attendances  at  the  Orthopaedic  Clinic 
during  the  year : 


Table  9. 

ATTENDANCES  AT  ORTHOPAEDIC  CLINIC. 


Remedial 

Exercises 

Electrical  Treatment 

School 

Pre-School 

School 

Pre-School 

Cases 

Atten- 

dances 

Cases 

Atten- 

dances 

Cases 

Atten- 

dances 

Cases 

Atten- 

dances 

Bi’eathing  Exercises 

31 

309 

1 

1 

— 

Slight  Postural  Defects  

46 

6.57 

1 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Spinal  Curvature  

18 

236 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Infantile  Paralysis  

4 

14 

6 

66 

4 

41 

.) 

34 

Birth  Injuries  

— 

— 

o 

24 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Congenital  Dislocations  

1.5 

181 

7 

132 

5 

102 

4 

116 

Pes  Cavus  and  Planus  

72 

754 

24 

170 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Genu  Valgum  

53 

476 

'12 

273 

— 

— 

— 

— 

T.B.  Joints  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Talipes  

3 

10 

4 

41 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Result  of  Accident  

6 

34 

2 

.3 

3 

2 

— 

— 

Other  

12 

105 

4 

56 

Totals  

260 

2776 

73 

771 

12 

145 

6 

150 

Ultra  Violet  Light  Treatment.  One  hundred  and  thirty-three  school 
childi-en  underwent  ultra  violet  light  treatment  and  received  a total  of  one 
thousand  nine  hundred  and  sixteen  exposures. 

Cleansing  Centre.  One  hnndred  and  eighty-thrcc  children  were  referred 
to  the  Cleansing  Centre  for  treatment  of  “nit”  and  “ pedieuli  ” infestation, 
whilst  nine  hundred  and  seventy-seven  trcatnients  were  given  in  school 
making  a total  of  one  thousand  one  hundretl  and  sixty  children  treated 
during  the  year. 
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Section  4 

DENTAL  INSPECTION  AND  TREATMENT. 


Two  luindred  and  thirty  four  school  children  received  orthodontic  treat- 
inent  of  whom  forty  one  w'cre  fitted  w’ith  cori'cctive  appliances. 

The  appended  table  sets  nut  the  W'oi'k  done  in  the  dejDartment  during 
the  years  UldO  and  1951. 


■ Permanent  Teeth  Filled 
I Temporary  Teeth  Filled 
Root  Treatments 
Extractions 
’ Other  Operations 


t General  Anaesthetics 
' Percentage  who  refused  treatment 
Percentage  with  Dental  Caries  ... 
Percentage  of  Appointments  kejit 


1950 

1951 

...  .3032 

.3097 

245 

2.35 

80 

20 

...  7715 

7014 

...  1422 

1178 

12500 

12150 

.590 

59.3 

..  9.4% 

9.1% 

..  48.9% 

49.3% 

..  91.9% 

02.4% 
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Section  5 


FOLLOWING  UP. 


The  parents  of  children  found  to  be  suffering  from  a physical  defect 
are  so  notified  either  verbally  or  by  circular-letter  and  are  advised  to  secure 
treatment  without  delay.  A record  is  kept  of  all  such  childi’en,  who  are  then 
followed  up  by  the  School  Nurses  to  ensure  that  the  appropriate  treatment  is 
obtained. 

The  following  talde  sets  out  details  of  the  work  carried  out  by  the 
School  Nurses. 
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Section  6 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

All  home  contacts  of  infectious  diseases  are  excluded  from  school  for 
periods  which  vary  according  to  the  nature  of  the  disease. 

Information  as  to  the  incidence  of  non-notifiable  infectious  diseases  is 
obtained  from  teachers,  welfare  officers,  sanitary  inspectors,  health  visitors 
and  parents. 

The  following  table  gives  particulars  of  cases  occurring  in  school  children 
during  1951. 


Table  14. 


Notifiable  Diseases  occuring  in  the  Schools  of  the  Borough 


January  . 
February 
March 
April  ... 
May  . . . 
June  ... 
July  ... 
August. 
September 
October  . 
November 
December 


Scarlet  ] 

Fever  | 

Diphtheria  1 

Measles 

Whooping 

Cough 

Chicken 

Pox 

Mumps 

Dysentery  j 

Primary  i 

Pneumonia  ] 

Cerebro- 

spinal 

Meningitis 

1 Acute  Polio - 
1 Myelitis 

10 



1.35 

11 

31  — 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

47 

17 

5 3 

— 

2 1 

— 

— 

4 

— 

23 

n 

1 2 

1 i 

1 

— 

1 

() 

— 

14 

3 

27  11 

1 

1 

— 

— 

5 

— 

12 

3. 

9 21 

34 

1 

— 

— 



— 

12 

4 

93  47 

9 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

i) 

51  102 

— 

— 

— 



— 

2 

4 

— — 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

11 

1 9 

— 

— 

— 

5 

— 

1 

10 

28  88 

— 

1 ’ 

— 

o 

2 



3 

19 

31  108 

1 

’ — 

— 

9 

1 

— 

6 

10 

38  33 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Totals  . . . 

4.5 

— 

25ti 

104 

315  i424 

i 

46 

1 

6 

1 

4 



The  incidence  of  Scarlet  Fever  was  again  low  (45  school  children).  The 
disease  was  of  mild  type  and  there  were  no  deaths. 

As  was  the  case  in  1949  and  1950,  no  cases  of  diphtheria  oeeurred 
This  eomi>ares  with  10(i  cases  in  1937  and  125  cases  in  I93S. 
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Section  7 

handicapped  pupils. 

Ascertainment.  The  arrangements  for  the  ascertainment  of  pupils 
requiring  special  educational  treatment  as  defined  by  the  Handicapped  Pupils 
and  School  Health  Servdce  Regulations  made  under  the  Education  Act,  1944 
were  described  in  my  Annual  Report  for  1946. 

Blind  Pupils.  The  Education  Committee  make  arrangements  with  various 
special  residential  schools  for  the  admission  of  appropriate  cases.  At  the  end 
o e jear,  one  boy  and  two  girls  were  in  the  School  for  the  Blind,  Liverpool 
one  boy  was  in  the  Homes  for  the  Blind,  Preston,  whilst  one  girl  was  in 
Hensliaw  s,  at  Manchester. 

On  bei,^  discharged  from  Special  Schools,  certain  blind  pupils  are  ad- 
ZXyZl  " “'o  ‘raining  and  subsequent 

Partially  Blind  Pupils  are  admitted  to  the  school  for  Partially  Sighted 
Pupd,  n,  the  Corporation  Park,  The  children  are  selected  for  admtaion  by 

attendaicf  ‘»'i“  yearly  during  their 

At  this  school  all  close  work  is  reduced  to  a minimum  and  the  reading 

ordinary  school  books  is  prohibited  ; the  only  reading  allowed  is  from  letter 

press  often  prepared  by  the  children  them.selves.  each  letter  being  not  less 

an  m eight.  Oral  work  occupies  a large  proportion  of  the  curriculum  and 

comprises  nature  study,  history  and  geography,  object  lessons,  description  by 

fl,  important  current  events,  followed  by  a discussion  in  which 

the  children  take  part. 

Handicraft  work  is  encouraged,  the  work  being  such  as  will  develoo 
manual  dexterity  without  demanding  close  ocular  attention. 

Physical  exercises  are  modelled  on  the  Ministry’s  Curriculum  with  the 
proviso  that  exercises  demanding  strain  and  violent  movement  are  avoided 

•School  attendance  at  the 

Deaf  Pupils.  Several  Residential  Special  Schools  for  the  deaf  admit  suit 
.able  cases  from  Blackburn.  At  present  there  are  4 boys  and  5 girls  oim  oi 
’Presto^  ^^^""^tionally  Subnormal,  in  the  Royal  Cross  School  for  the  Deaf, 
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Partially  Deaf  Pupils.  At  present  no  ])rovisinn  is  nnulc  tor  tlie  special 
educational  treatment  of  partially  deaf  ])u])ils,  only  three  of  whom  appear  on 
the  register.  Of  these,  two  girls  are  in  the  Liverpool  School  for  the  Partially 


Deaf. 


Delicate  Pupils  are  dealt  with  at  the  Black-a-Moor  Open-Air  School. 
A School  Nurse  is  in  attendance  at  the  school  and  the  Assistant  School 
Medical  Officer  visits  once  each  week. 

Seventy-five  children  were  admitted,  and  sixty-four  discharged  during 
the  year,  one  hundred  and  eighty  children  being  in  attendance  at  the  end  of 
1951.  The  average  duration  of  attendance  of  those  discharged  was  2 years 
S months,  and  the  average  increase  in  weight  was  15Llhs. 

The  reasons  for  the  admission  of  the  two  hundred  and  fifty-six  children 
who  attended  during  the  year  were  as  follows  : 


70 
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Subnormal  Nutrition 
Anaemia  ... 


Debility 

Bronchitis 

Asthma 

Tuberculosis 

Bronchiectasis 

Paresis 

Other  conditions  . 


Pupils  are  selected  for  admission  by  the  Assistant  School  Medical  Officer, 
who  re-examines  them  on  admission  to  the  school  and  at  three-monthiy 
intervals  thereafter. 

Each  child  is  supplied  with  milk  twice  a day,  is  provided  with  a hot 
mid-day  meal  and  there  is  a daily  rest  period  of  one  hour.  All  the  children 
receive  emulsion  or  extract  of  malt  every  day,  whilst  tw(>nty-six  children 
have  been  treated  with  fersolate  tablets  twice  a day.  l<5ft>-six  ehildnui  have 
undergone  courses  of  adexolin. 

Children  suffering  from  Asthma  and  certain  eases  suffeiing  from  Bronchitis 
attend  a weekly  class  for  Breathing  Exercises. 

Minor  ailments  are  treated  by  the  School  Nurse  who  also  superintends 
the  weekly  shower  Ijath  of  each  child.  Eveiy  child  is  weighed  at  least  once  a 
month. 

The  School  Nurse  also  carries  out  regular  cleanliness  inspections.  Compai-ed 
with  other  schools  in  the  Borough  the  standai'd  of  cleanliness  is  high. 
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Physically  Handicapped  Pupils.  This  category  includes  those  pupils,  not 
being  pupils  suffering  solely  from  a defect  of  sight  or  hearing,  who  by  reason  of 
disease  or  crii^pling  defect  cannot  be  satisfactorily  educated  in  an  ordinary 
school  or  cannot  be  educated  in  such  a school  without  detriment  to  their  health 
or  educational  development. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  was  a total  of  twenty-six  pupils  in  this 
category,  six  of  whom  were  attending  ordinary  schools,  fourteen  at  the  Open 
Air  School,  two  at  no  school,  whilst  four  children,  two  boys  and  two  girls, 
were  in  Special  Residential  Schools. 


Pupils  suffering  from  Speech  Defects.  The  Speech  Clinic  remained  closed 
throughout  the  year  and,  to  overcome  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  a qualified 
Speech  Therapist,  a bursary  student  was  sent  to  the  Leicester  Training  School 
in  September  for  training.  This  Course  will  last  three  years  and  in  order  that 
some  treatment  can  be  carried  on  in  the  meantime,  a local  lady,  who  is  a 
trained  elocutionist,  commenced  late  in  the  year,  to  give  treatment  to 
certam  cases. 

By  the  end  of  the  year,  this  lady  had  interviewed  seventy-seven  cases, 
preparatory  to  treatment,  which  it  is  hoped  mil  be  commenced  early  in  the  . 
new  year. 
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Section  8 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

Co-operation.  Teachers,  parents  and  School  Welfare  Officers  have  fully 
eo-o])eiated  in  the  work  of  the  School  Medical  Department.  To  them  mv 
thanks  are  ex2)ressed. 


e National  Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Children. 

^meteen  ca^es  were  reported  to  the  Society  by  officials  of  the  School  Health 
Service  affecting  forty-one  children.  All  were  for  general  neglect.  Two 
cases  were  taken  to  Court,  whilst  two  were  brought  before  the  Juvenile  Court 

as  bemg  m need  of  care  and  protection.  The  parents  in  the  other  cases  were 
all  either  warned  or  advised. 


Licensing  of  Chiidren  for  Entertainments  during  1951. 

Torty-eight  children,  licenced  to  perform  on  tour,  appeared  at  local 
tlieatres.  Jheir  lodgings,  dressing  room  accommodation,  licences  and  school 
records  were  all  examined  by  the  School  Welfare  Officers. 


Employment  of  Children  and  Young  Persons.  The  Assistant  Medical 
Officer  examined  995  childi-en  for  employment  during  1951. 

622  children  (o64  boys  and  58  girls)  were  newly  licensed  (after  a special 
medical  examination)  for  employment  out  of  school  hours.  In  19  cases 
certificates  were  refused  on  account  of  the  children  being  medically  unfit 

Deaths  of  School  Children,  1951. 

Pneumonia  ...  2 

Meningitis  ...  ...  2 

.Accidents  ..  ...  ... 

Other  Diseases  .....  c 


Nursery  Classes.  There  arc  44  Nursery  Classes  in  the  Borough  for  the 
Mcommodation  of  children  between  the  ages  of  3 and  5 years.  Inspection 
fmdings  of  children  in  attendance  at  these  classes  are  incorporated  in  the 
Entrant  group  ” of  routine  medical  inspection. 

The  number  of  children  on  the  rolls  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  1 54(» 

The  School  Nurses  visit  each  Nui-sery  Class  at  frequent  regular  inten-als. 
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Physical  Education.  I am  indebted  to  the  Director  of  Education  for  the 
following  report  on  physical  education  in  the  schools. 

Sound  progress  in  physical  education  has  been  made  throughout  the  year 
but  is  necessarily  limited  because  the  purchase  of  new  equii^ment  is  restricted 
owing  to  rising  prices  and  cuts  in  estimated  expenditure.  Most  schools  now 
have  a reasonable  supply  of  gym  shoes  but  it  is  becoming  increasingly  difficult 
to  provide  the  necessary  re]Dlacements  owing  to  limited  allow'ances.  Provision 
of  suitable  P.T.  clothing  is  also  restricted  for  the  same  reason. 

A six-sessional  Dance  Course  for  Teachers  at  Barton  St.  Gymnasium  was 
well  attended  during  October  and  November  and  jDroved  an  excellent  follow-up 
for  the  ten-sessional  Course  of  the  previous  year. 

Interest  in  Athletics  was  maintained  and  stimulated  by  a Three  Day 
Course  for  Teachers  at  Barton  St.  Gymnasium  and  Pleckgate.  The  lectures 
were  given  by  the  Chief  National  A. A. A.  Coach  and  the  success  of  the  Course 
was  indicated  by  the  good  attendances  at  these  lectures.  As  a result  of  this 
Course,  we  now  have  five  Honorary  A.  A.  A.  Coaches  amongst  Blackburn  teachei-s. 

We  have  grown  to  expect  that  Blackburn  Schools  head  the  list  of  awards 
for  Life  Saving  in  North-East  Lancashire.  Oiice  again  they  obtained  this 
distinction  and  Bangor  St.  Boys’  School  was  awarded  the  Maude  Russell  Rose 
Bowl.  This  is  the  first  time  a Blackburn  school  has  won  this  trophy'  and 
Bangor  St.  Boys’  School  are  to  be  congratulated  on  this  splendid  achievement. 

Evening  Classes  in  physical  and  recreational  training  at  the  Harrison 
and  Barton  St.  Gymnasiums  have  had  better  average  attendances  than  in 
previoiis  years.  There  has  been  a marked  increase  in  the  number  of  girls 
attending. 

Milk  Supplied  in  Schools.  During  the  year,  2,2b0,60b  bottles  (each  bottle 
containing  pint)  were  supplied  to  children  free  of  charge,  including  50,096 
bottles  to  children  attending  Blackamoor  Open  Air  School. 
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School  Meals  Service. 

Meals  sui)])lied  to  cliildreii  diiriiig  the  year 

I\Ieals  supplied  tree  (necessitous  cases) 
Meals  su])plied  for  payment 

Cottage  Homes  

Jntack  Nurserv 


S4,431 

1,418,255 

5,312 

5,917 


Year  of  Birth 

of  Groups  No. 

Examined  Examined 


BOYS 


1936 


380 


1937 


1939 


1940 


1944 


1 945 


325 


Avorasfe 
Height 
in  Inches 


61 


No. 


Total  meals  supplied,  free  and  jjaid 



. 1,513,915 

Daily  average  of  meals 

Free 

Paid 

Total 

during  term  . . . 

490 

7,134 

• • • 7,534 

during  holidays 

110 

09 

179 

Table  15. 

Heights  and  Weights 

1951 

GIRLS 


Averaee 
in  Pounds  I Examined 


102; 


60 


974 


303 


A,  erase  ; Average 
.Hfsht  , Weight 
in  Inches  | ,n  Pounds 


I 


362 


213 


53! 


74.! 


380 


554 


71| 


28 


48 


224 


354 


594 


674 


61 


71 


52] 


60] 


421 


49.! 


20 


42] 


454 


1946 


234 


1947 


1948 


181 


41i‘ 


40] 


54 


62 


44] 


59 


214 


50] 


43] 


49] 


41  i 


39! 


37] 


384 


32] 


159 


39 


-17] 


40] 


46] 


40 


46 
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MINISTRY  OF  EDUCATION.  MEDICAL  INSPECTION  RETURNS. 

YEAR  ENDED  31st  DECEMBER  1951 


Table  16. 

]\IED1CAL  INSPECTION  OF  PUPILS  ATTENDING  MAINTAINED 
PRIMARY  AND  SECONDARY  SCHOOLS 


A — Periodic  Medical  Inspections 

Number  of  Inspections  in  the  prescribed  Groups : 


Entrants 

Second  Age  Group 

Third  Age  Group 

1077 

1177 

824 

Total 

3078 

Number  of  Periodic  Inspections 

171 

Grand  Total 

3249 

B. — Other  Inspections 

Number  of  Special  Inspections 

Number  of  Re-Inspections  ... 

2070 

4020 

Total 6702 


C. — Pupils  Found  to  Require  Treatment 

Number  of  Individual  Pupils  found  at  Periodic  Medical  Inspection  to 
Require  Treatment  (excluding  Dental  Diseases  and  Infestation  with  Vermin) 


Group 

1 

(1)  i 

For  defective 
vision  (ex’d’ng 
squint) 

(2) 

For  any  ot  thej 

other  conditions 
recorded  in 
Table  17a 

(3) 

Total 

individual 

pupils 

G) 



Entrants  

2 

115 

114 

Second  Age  Group  

133 

230 

228 

Third  Age  Group 

1)3 

118 

144 

Total  (proscribed  groups) 

228 

409 

480 

Other  Periodic  Inspections  ... 

23 

40 

' 14 

! 

Grand  Total  

251 

.509 

1 500 
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Table  J7. 


A. 


Return  of  Defects  Found  by  Medical  Inspection 


PERIODIC  INSPECTIONS 


Defect 

Code 

No. 


Defect  or  Disease 


No.  of  Defects 


Requiring 


(1) 

treatment 

! 

(2) 

4. 

Skin  

1 - 

5 

5. 

Eyes — a.  Vision 

251 

b.  Squint 

24 

c.  Other 

6 

6. 

Ears  — a.  Hearing 

8 

b.  Otitis  Media 

15 

c.  Other 

1 

7. 

I Nose  or  Throat  

74 

8. 

Speech  

4 : 

9. 

Cervical  Glands  

5 1 

10. 

Heart  and  Circulation 

27  ' 

11. 

Lungs  

24 

12. 

Developmental — 

1 

a.  Hernia 

b.  Other 

10  1 

13. 

Orthopaedic — 

1 

a.  Posture 

12  ' 

b.  Flat  Foot 

15  i 

c.  Other 

15  ! 

14. 

Nervous  System — 

a.  Epilepsy  ... 

— 

b.  Other 

15. 

Psychological — 

1 

1 

a.  Development 

_ I 

b.  Stability  ... 



16. 

Other  

13  1 

-I 

jRequiring  to 
;be  kept  under 
! observation 
but  not 
requiring 
treatment 
(3) 


9 

46 

11 

8 

4 

5 

152 

9 

33 

19 
85 

1 

20 

17 

13 

36 

2 

10 


SPECIAL  INSPECTIONS 


No.  of  Defects 


Requiring 

treatment 


D) 


4 

87 

40 

13 

9 

7 

6 

138 

7 

4 

13 

66 


7 

6 

27 


4 

4 


Requiring  to 
be  kept  under 
observation 
but  not 
requiring 
treatment 
(5) 


3 

1 

1 


12 


34 


Table  JS. 


TKKATMKNT  OF 


FUF1L8  ATTEND]  N(;  MAINTAINED 


AND  SECONDARY  SCHOOLS  (INCLUDING  SPECIAL 


PRIMARY 

SCHOOLS. 


Group  1. — Diseases  of  the  Skin  (excluding  uncleanlines.s,  for  wliich 

see  Table  20) 


Number  of  cases  treated  or 

under  treatment  during  the  year 

1 

by  the  Authority 

otherwise 

Rmgworm — (i)  Scalp 

15 

— 

(ii)  Body 

20 

— 

Scabies 

8 

— 

Impetigo 

37 

— 

Other  skin  diseases 

58 

— 

Total 

138 

— r 

Group  2. — Eye  Diseases,  Defective  Vision  and  Squint 


Number  of  cases 

dealt  with 

by  the  Authority  j 

othenvise 

External  and  other,  excluding  errors  of 

refraction  and  squint 

93 

Errors  of  Refraction  (including  squint) 

670* 

Total 

763 

Number  of  pupils  for  wliom  spectacles  were 

(a)  Prescribed 

542* 

(b)  Obtained 

433* 

* Including  cases  dealt  with 

under  arrangements  with 

the 

Supplementary  Opthalmic  Services. 

Group  3. — Diseases  and  Defects 

OF  Ear,  Nose  and 

Throat. 

Number  of  cases  treated 

by  the  Authority 

otherwise 

Received  operative  treatment 

(a)  for  diseases  of  the  oar  

— 

54 

(b)  for  adenoids  and  clironic  tonsillitis 

— 

702 

(c)  for  other  nose  and  throat  condit  ions 

— 

12 

Received  other  forms  of  treatment 

83 

25 

Total 

83 

• ' 

793 

.‘55 


Croip  4,  Orthop,t:dic  and  Postural  Defects 


(a)  Xunibor  treated  ns  in-patients  in 
liospitals  ... 

•)0 

(6)  Xunibcr  treated  otherwise,  e.g.,  in 

Hy  the  Authoi-ity 

( Itherwise 

clinics  or  out-patient  departments 

112 

— 

Group  o.— Child  Guidance  Treatment 


Xumbpi-  of  pupils  treated  at  Cliild  Guidanee 
Clinics 


Xuniber  of  eases  treated 


In  tlie  Authority’s 
Cliild  Guidance  Clinics 


Elaewhoro 


Group  G. — Speech  Therapy 


Xumber  of  case.® 

treated 

Xumber  of  pupils  treated  by  Speech 
Therapists  ... 

By  the  Authority 

Otherwise 

8() 

— 

Droup  7.— Other  Treatment  Given 


Other  (specify) 
E f)rthoptics 
Sunlight 


Xumber  of 

cases 

treated 

ailments 

By  the  Authority 

Otherwise 

1(102 

— 

... 

17(1 

IXi 

— 

Total  ...  j 

1 

ion  1 

j 

— 
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B.  CLASSIFICATION  OF  THE  GENERAL  CONDITION  OF  PUPILS  INSPECTED 
DURING  THE  YEAR  IN  THE  AGE  GROUPS 


Age  Groups 

Number  of 
Pupils 
Inspected 

A 

(Good) 

B 

(Fair) 

C 

(Poor) 

No. 

%of 
col.  2 

No. 

%of 
col.  2 

No. 

%of 
col.  2 

(1) 

Entrants  

Second  Age  Group  

Third  Age  Group  

Other  Periodic  Inspections 

(2) 

1077 

1177 

824 

171 

(3) 

963 

1102 

794 

1.58 

(4) 

89.4 

93.6 

96.4 

92.4 

(5) 

113 

74 

29 

13 

(6) 

10..5 

6.3 

3.5 

7.6 

(7) 

, 1 

1 

1 

(8) 

0-1 

0.1 

0.1 

Total  

3249 

3017 

92.9 

229 

7.0 

3 

0.1 

Table  19. 


DENTAL  INSPECTION  AND  TREATMENT. 

(1)  Number  of  pupils  inspected  by  the  Authority’s  Dental  Officers 
(«)  Periodic  age  groups 
(6)  Specials 


(c)  TOTAL  (Periodic  and  Specials) 


14491 


(2)  Number  found  to  require  treatment 

(3)  Number  referred  for  treatment 

(4)  Number  actually  treated  ... 

(.5)  Attendances  made  by  pupils  for  treatment 

(0)  Half-days  devoted  to  : (a)  Inspection  ... 

(6)  Treatment  ... 

(7)  Fillings:  Permanent  Teeth 

Temporary  Teeth 


...  ...  ...  8077  I 

8077  I 

0093  d 

8867  d, 

137  ■ 

1177' 

Total  (a)  and  (6)  1314* 

3097  ■ 

235 

Total  .,.  •••  3332 


.•57 


(8)  Number  of  Teotli  Fillecf  : Perm.menf  Teeth 

Temporary  Teeth 


(9)  Extractions  : Permanent  Teeth 

Temporary  Teeth 


(10)  Administration  of  general  anaesthetics  for  extraction 

(11)  Other  Operations  : („)  Permanent  Teeth 

(6)  Temporary  Teeth 


3048 

235 


Total  ...  ...  .*5283 

045 

OOOO 

Total  7(5 14 

50.3 

1102 

40 

Total  (a)  and  (/<)  ] )42 


l ooie 


INFESTATION  WITH  VERMIN. 

Notes.— A .statement  as  to  the  arrangements  made  by  the  Local  Edn 
cat, on  Anthority  fo,-  the  examination  and  cleansing  of  infested  onnii?  I 
■appear  in  the  body  of  the  School  Medical  Officer's  Repmt 

All  cases  of  infestation,  however  .slight,  slionl.l  he  recorded. 
nfesMon"”"'"  i-‘-oes  o, 
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")  Total  number  of  individual  pupils  examined 

iii)  Total  number  of  individual  pupils  found  to  be  infe.sted... 

'V)  Number  of  individual  pupils  in  re.spect  of  whom  eleansine  nof 
issued  (Section  54(2),  Education  Act,  1944) ® 

')  ^ umber  of  individual  pupils  in  respect  of  whom  cleansing  or  I 

issued  (Section  .54  (3),  Education  Act.  1944)...  ...  ^ 


34704 

3554 
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